UNIVER8ITY  OF  ALBERTA  LIBRARY 


0  0002  2559  975 


CURR 

HIST 


G(x  IIBBSS 

wwn»Mi$ 


NN  AND  COMPANY 

U  CATION  AL  PUBLISHERS 


tarting 
oints  in 
mguage 


skills  b 


accompany  Starting  Points  in 
iguage  B 

f 

anda  Moore 
iristel  Kleitsch 

sneral  Editor 
II  Moore 


a 


;sign:  Sinae  Lee 


Girls  and  boys, 


The  purpose  of  the  activities  in  this  language  book  is  to  help  you  improve  your  writing 
skills  so  that  you  become  a  good  writer  and  like  writing.  You  and  your  teacher  will  decide 
which  pages  you  will  do  on  your  own.  When  you  work  on  your  own,  it  is  important  for  you 
to  read  all  the  directions  carefully  and  do  each  activity  step  by  step.  Usually  there  is  room 
for  you  to  write  your  answers  on  the  page,  but  sometimes  you  will  be  asked  to  write  on  a 
separate  piece  of  paper. 

There  are  different  types  of  activities  in  this  book.  They  are  Sentence  Building,  Writing 
Paragraphs,  Writing  Stories,  Writing  Reports,  Vocabulary,  Punctuation,  and  Usage. 

Sentence  Building  — Whether  you  write  a  story  or  a  report  you  are  writing  sentences.  In 
the  sentence  building  activites  you  will  learn  about  the  words  that  make  up  a  sentence. 
You  will  build  different  kinds  of  sentences  by  adding  words,  by  adding  groups  of  words, 
and  by  combining  groups  of  words. 

Writing  Paragraphs  — As  you  write  longer  stories  and  reports,  you  will  need  to  know  how 
to  build  paragraphs.  You  will  learn  how  to  begin  paragraphs,  how  to  tell  which  sentences 
do  not  belong,  and  how  to  put  your  sentences  in  order. 

Writing  Stories-  In  these  activities  you  will  learn  ways  to  improve  your  stories.  The  people 
in  your  stories  will  be  real  because  you  will  tell  what  they  look  like,  what  they  say,  and 
what  they  do. 

Writing  Reports  — Often  you  will  want  to  share  information  with  others  by  writing  a  report. 
To  write  a  report  you  will  need  to  know  how  to  choose  a  topic,  how  to  find  the  informa¬ 
tion  you  need,  and  how  to  make  an  outline  before  you  start  writing. 

Vocabulary  — A  good  writer  tries  to  make  strong  pictures  in  his  reader’s  mind.  These  acti¬ 
vities  will  show  you  different  ways  to  create  vivid  word  pictures. 

Punctuation- When  you  write  something  for  others  to  read,  you  should  use  punctuation 
correctly  to  help  your  reader  understand  what  you  are  saying.  For  example,  when  you 
use  capitals  and  periods  and  question  marks  in  the  right  places,  your  reader  will  know 
where  your  sentences  begin  and  end. 

Usage— Sometimes  when  you  speak  to  others,  you  may  be  uncertain  about  the  words  to 
use.  The  activities  on  these  pages  will  help  you  to  know  the  right  word  at  the  right  time. 
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Theme:  "It’s  a  Dog’s  Life,”  Starting  Points  in  Language  B 


When  you  write  a  sentence,  you  use  one  of  the  punctuation  marks  below  to  end  the 
sentence. 


.  A  period  ends  a  statement  or  a  command. 

?  A  question  mark  ends  a  question. 

!  An  exclamation  mark  is  used  to  show  someone  is  excited  or  upset. 

Tell  whether  the  following  are  statement,  command,  question  or  exclamation  sen¬ 
tences. 

1.  I’m  drowning!  . 

2.  The  St.  Bernard  saved  the  man’s  life . 

3.  Patches,  come  back  here . 

4.  Which  breed  of  dog  is  Snoopy? . 

It  is  possible  to  change  one  kind  of  sentence  into  another.  Read  the  following 
example. 

Statement:  The  terrier  is  gentle. 

Question:  Is  the  terrier  gentle? 

Exclamation:  How  gentle  the  terrier  is! 

Command:  Look  at  the  gentle  terrier. 

Change  each  of  the  statements  below.  Use  the  example  above  to  help  you. 
Statement:  The  wind  is  strong. 

Question:  . 

Exclamation:  . 

Command:  . 

Statement:  Collies  are  furry. 

Question:  . 

Exclamation:  . 

Command:  . 


Sentence  Building  7 


Read  the  following  sentences.  Decide  whether  each  sentence  is  a  statement,  ques¬ 
tion,  command,  or  exclamation  sentence.  Then  put  the  proper  punctuation  mark  at 
the  end  of  each  sentence. 


1.  What  a  beautiful  collie 

2.  What  kind  of  dog  is  that 

3.  German  shepherds  help  blind  people 

4.  Tag,  don’t  chase  that  cat 


5.  Does  your  dog  bite 

6.  My  dog  is  going  to  be  in  a  show 

7.  What  a  cute  puppy 

8.  How  do  you  train  a  dog 


Write  a  statement,  a  question,  a  command,  and  an  exclamation  for  each  of  the  car¬ 
toons  below.  Be  sure  to  punctuate  your  sentences  correctly. 


1 .  1. 


3. 


3. 


4 . 

8  Punctuation 
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Theme:  "It's  a  Dog's  Life,"  Starting  Points  in  Language 


Do  you  remember  the  rules  for  using  capital  letters  in  your  writing?  Read  the  rules 
for  capital  letters  below. 


1.  To  begin  the  first  word  of  a  sentence. 

2.  To  begin  the  name  of  a  person. 

3.  To  write  the  pronoun  “I.” 

4.  To  write  initials. 

5.  To  begin  the  names  of  the  day  and  month  in  a  date. 

6.  To  begin  the  names  of  streets. 

7.  To  begin  the  names  of  cities,  provinces,  and  countries. 

8.  To  begin  the  first  word  of  a  sentence  in  quotation  marks. 

9.  To  begin  the  first,  last,  and  other  important  words  in  the  titles  of  books,  stories 
and  poems. 


In  each  of  the  sentences  below,  one  of  the  rules  for  capital  letters  has  been  broken. 
Find  the  error,  correct  it,  and  write  the  number  of  the  rule  you  followed.  The  first  one 
is  done  for  you. 


A. 

4  John  Caroni  runs  an  obedience  class  for  dogs. 


I  live  on  fairfax  avenue. 


Cindy  asked,  “may  i  walk  the  dog  today?’’ 


last  week  I  went  to  the  movies  with  my  friends,  sue  and  jack. 


On  monday,  january  15,  our  class  is  having  a  dog  show. 
That  park  is  in  Canada  near  Windsor,  Ontario. 

Have  you  read  the  call  of  the  wild  yet? 

Last  summer  terry  andrews  bought  a  St.  Bernard. 


.  Why  can’t  i  go? 

Correct  the  sentences  below  by  placing  capital  letters  where  needed. 

1.  i  decided  to  teach  my  dog,  alfie,  to  rescue  me  if  i  were  in  trouble. 

2.  first  i  lay  down  in  mr.  jessup’s  yard,  and  pretended  i  was  in  trouble  by  yelling 


“help!  help!’’ 

3.  alfie  started  to  run  over  to  me,  but  just  then  he  spied  slink,  the  anderson’s  cat. 


Punctuation  9 


SYNONYMS 


ore 


warm  — cold 
merry  — sad 


long  —  short 
before  — after 


light  — dark 
front  —  back 


The  word  pairs  above  are  called  antonyms.  Write  your  definition  of  an  antonym. 


simple-easy  boat-ship  light  — pale 

neat-tidy  sleepy-drowsy  hard  —  difficult 

The  word  pairs  above  are  called  synonyms.  Write  your  definition  of  a  synonym. 


Write  a  synonym  and  an  antonym  for  each  of  the  words  below.  The  first  one  is 
done  for  you. 


Synonym  Antonym 

polite  courteous  rude 

strong  .  . 

sunny  . 

friend 

happy  . 

Complete  the  following  sentences  using  words  from  your  list  of  antonyms  above. 
The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 

1.  Maxie  was  a  rude  pup  because  he  always  barked  at  visitors. 


2.  It  was  a . day  when  I  took  Maxie  for  a  walk. 

3.  Maxie  was  very .  when  I  left  for  school. 


4.  The  cat  who  lives  in  that  house  is . to  strangers. 

5.  You  could  never  call  a  husky  a  . dog. 

10  Vocabulary 
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Theme:  "It’s  a  Dog’s  Life,”  Starting  Points  in  Language 


Read  the  sentences  below,  noting  the  underlined  word.  Circle  the  word  in  the 
brackets  which  is  the  synonym  of  the  underlined  word.  Then  write  a  sentence  of  your 
own  using  the  word  you  circled.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 


1.  Larry  receives  fifty  cents  for  walking  Mr.  Sim’s  dog.  (lose, (earn) take) 
I  hope  to  earn  some  money  this  summer  so  I  can  buy  a  dog. 


2.  It  is  not  easy  to  train  a  dog  properly,  (simple,  difficult,  wrong) 


3.  He  was  very  silly  to  give  his  dog  a  haircut,  (smart,  foolish,  pleasant) 


4.  Please  pardon  me  for  splashing  you  with  water,  (punch,  ask,  forgive) 


5.  The  dog  saved  the  boy  in  the  burning  house,  (rescued,  bit,  left) 


6.  That  kind  of  dog  needs  a  brushing  every  day.  (likes,  requires,  hates) 


7.  The  basset  hound  was  sleeping  in  the  sun.  (scampering,  dozing,  yowling) 


Read  the  following  paragraph  noting  the  underlined  words.  Write  a  synonym  for 
each  underlined  word  above  the  word.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 

difficult 

Giving  Maxie  a  bath  is  a  hard  chore,  because  he  is  very  strong  and  dislikes  baths 
very  much.  He  is  also  very  smart,  and  knows  when  we  are  going  to  try  to  give  him  a 
bath.  We  often  have  to  spend  an  hour  trying  to  catch  him.  He  has  never  tried  to  bite 
us,  but  he  gives  us  mean  looks  when  we  put  him  in  the  water.  He  also  howls  when 
we  start  to  shampoo  him.  After  it  is  all  over,  Maxie  runs  off,  and  we  are  so  tired  that 
we  have  to  go  in  and  lie  down. 
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A  paragraph  is  a  group  of  sentences  that  tell  about  one  topic  or  main  idea.  Read 
the  two  groups  of  sentences  below.  Which  of  them  is  a  paragraph? 


My  dog,  Elmer,  is  very  smart.  He  can  fetch  sticks  and  sit  and  stay  on  command.  He 
taught  himself  to  open  the  screen  door  at  the  side  of  our  house.  Elmer  is  also  a  great 
tracking  dog.  Whenever  my  mother  wants  me  to  come  home,  she  just  sends  out 
Elmer  to  find  me. 

My  dog,  Elmer,  is  very  smart.  We  got  Elmer  at  the  Poochie  Kennels  in  Bay  City. 
Bay  City  is  ten  kilometres  from  my  town.  There  is  an  automobile  museum  there.  My 
friend  Larry  has  a  gerbil  for  a  pet. 


If  you  said  the  first  group  of  sentences  was  a  paragraph,  you  were  right.  This 
paragraph  tells  about  Elmer,  the  dog.  All  the  sentences  in  the  paragraph  tell  about 
Elmer.  The  second  group  of  sentences  is  not  a  paragraph  because  it  tells  about  more 
than  one  topic.  It  tells  about  Elmer,  Bay  City,  and  Larry’s  pet. 

Read  the  groups  of  sentences  below.  Write  the  word  paragraph  below  each  group 
that  you  think  is  a  paragraph. 

Some  dogs  were  used  in  the  past  to  pull  carts.  Dalmation  dogs  have  spots.  Sled 
dogs  are  used  in  the  arctic  and  antarctic  regions  for  transportation.  Sporting  dogs 
like  pointers,  setters,  and  spaniels  hunt  birds  on  land.  There  are  two  hound  breeds. 


German  shepherds  are  working  dogs.  They  were  used  during  wartime  to  search  out 
the  enemy,  and  today  help  police  find  criminals.  German  shepherds  are  used  by  many 
people  as  guard  dogs  for  their  homes.  German  shepherds  are  also  used  by  blind 
people  as  guide  dogs. 


The  dingo  is  an  Australian  wild  dog.  It  is  about  the  size  of  a  coyote.  Dingoes 
have  pointed  ears  and  smooth,  rusty-colored  fur.  Dingoes  travel  in  packs  hunting 
kangaroos  and  other  pouched  animals. 


Knowing  how  to  feed  your  dog  is  an  important  factor  in  caring  for  it  properly.  Many 
dogs  like  to  dig  holes.  Puppies  need  meals  more  often  than  a  grown  dog.  You  should 

worm  your  puppy  regularly.  You  must  be  patient  when  training  a  dog.  I  have  taught 
my  dog  to  heel. 
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Theme:  "It's  a  Dog's  Life,"  Starting  Points  in  Language 


Before  you  begin  to  work  on  a  report,  you  must  decide  whether  the  topic  you 
choose  is  the  right  size. 

Jane  wanted  to  write  a  report  about  dogs  but  decided  that  the  general  subject, 
“Dogs,”  was  too  big  for  a  report.  Instead,  she  chose  the  topic  “Training  a  Dog.”  What 
other  topics  about  dogs  might  Jane  choose  to  write  about?  List  three  topics  on  the 
lines  below. 


Study  the  following  list  and  find  the  three  most  general  subjects.  List  them  on  lines 
A,  B,  and  C.  Place  the  other  topics  under  the  right  general  areas. 


The  Ontario  wood  thrush 
Famous  scientists 
Forming  plastics 
The  life  of  Louis  Pasteur 
The  great  horned  owl 
History  of  plastics 


Canada  geese 

Basic  ingredients  of  plastics 
The  Albert  Einstein  story 
Birds  of  Canada 
Plastics 

Marie  and  Pierre  Curie 


A 


B 


C 


Writing  Reports  13 


Read  the  first  sentence.  Circle  the  words  in  the  list  below  that  make  sense  in  the 
sentence.  Then  do  the  same  with  the  second  and  third  sentences. 

I  have  a  . 

I  took  a  trip  to  . 

I  spoke  to . 

beagle  ran  sled  Charlie  Brown 

gallops  Regina  waited  quickly 

Snoopy  house  this  Newfoundland 

The  words  that  fit  into  the  sentences  above  are  called  nouns.  A  noun  names  a 
person,  place,  or  thing. 

Write  two  nouns  of  your  own  that  would  make  sense  in  each  sentence  below.  The 
first  one  is  done  for  you. 

1..  My  dog,  Snoozer,  sleeps  curled  up  in  a . chair . 

corner 


2.  Snoopy’s  favorite  dinner  is 


3.  Off  the  coast  of 


,  huge  waves  splashed  against  the  rocks. 


4.  Carlo  plunged  into  the  water  and  swam  toward  the 


5.  “All  dogs  should  be  well  groomed,”  said 


6.  The  bulldog  barked  fiercely  at  the 


7.  “I  saw  many  breeds  of  dogs,”  Juan  said  to 


8.  The  German  shepherd  saved  nine  people  from  a  fire  in 
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MORE  THAN  ONE 


Paula  grooms  her  dog.  Paula  grooms  her  dogs. 


In  the  sentences  above,  dog  is  a  singular  noun  and  dogs  is  a  plural  noun.  Singular 
means  one  and  plural  means  more  than  one. 

Most  nouns  form  their  plurals  by  adding  s  or  es.  Write  the  plurals  of  these  nouns 
by  adding  s  or  es  where  necessary. 


bulldog  .  terrier 

kennel  .  box  . . 


tree 


poodle 


Underline  the  plural  nouns  in  the  following  poem.  Then  on  the  lines  below  the 
poem,  use  any  three  of  the  nouns  you  underlined  in  three  sentences. 


Sunshine  and  weiners  and  pickles  and  ham, 
Not  enough  salt  for  the  eggs, 
Marshmallows  cooked  on  the  end  of  a  stick, 
Ants  crawling  over  our  legs. 


Picnics 


Candy  and  cookies  and  peanuts  and  cake, 
Finding  the  frosting  has  run, 

All  of  us  knowing  we’ve  eaten  too  much  — 
Picnics  are  certainly  fun! 

Marchette  Chute 


Sentence  Building  15 


lartina  a 


It  is  very  important  to  give  the  stories  you  write  interesting  beginnings.  A  good 
beginning  makes  a  reader  curious  to  find  out  what  happens  next.  A  good  beginning 
tells  something  about  the  story  without  telling  the  ending. 

What  story  is  begun  in  these  cartoons? 


Read  these  two  story  beginnings  for  the  cartoons  above. 


One  afternoon  Tiger,  a  big  Newfoundland  dog,  was  walking  along  the  river  bank. 
He  was  enjoying  the  sunny  day  and  sniffing  for  rabbits.  Suddenly  his  ears  perked  up 
when  he  heard  a  small,  frightened  voice  calling,  “Help!  Help!” 

Our  neighbors  have  a  dog  named  Tiger.  He  is  very  big.  He  likes  to  chase  rabbits 
and  squirrels.  He  likes  to  play  with  me,  too.  One  day  Tiger  saved  a  little  boy  from 

drowning. 


Which  of  the  above  do  you  think  is  a  better  story  beginning?  Why? 


Rewrite  the  sentences  below  to  make  them  interesting  story  beginnings. 
1.  Once  my  dog  got  lost  but  I  found  him  again. 


2.  I  always  wanted  a  dog  and  finally  I  got  one. 
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Start  with  a 


What  story  does  each  of  the  cartoons  below  suggest  to  you?  Write  a  good  story 
beginning  for  each  cartoon. 
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Below  is  the  letter  that  Mary  wrote  to  her  friend,  Penny,  thanking  her  for  a  gift.  This 
type  of  letter  is  called  a  friendly  letter.  Look  carefully  at  the  letter.  Note  the  punctua¬ 
tion  marks  used.  The  names  of  the  different  parts  of  the  letter  are  listed  on  the  left. 


142  Hardy  St., 

Heading  — - - - ►Maple  Creek,  Sask., 

July  17,  1980. 

►  Dear  Penny, 

How  are  you?  Are  you  having  a  nice  summer 
holiday?  Next  Monday  I  am  going  to  camp  for  two 
weeks. 

►  Thank  you  for  the  Haunted  House  Game  you  sent 
me  for  my  birthday.  It  is  so  much  fun  to  play! 

Please  write  soon. 

Closing - ►Your  friend, 

Signature - - ►Mary 


Greeting 


Body 


The  friendly  letter  below  contains  many  errors.  Compare  it  to  the  sample  letter. 
Then  correct  the  errors  this  way: 


*)?l 

He^  came^n  r^onday. 


9  myrtle  Drive 
Woodstock  Ont. 

Oct  6  1980 

Dear  Tony 

i  would  like  you  to  come  to  my  Haloween  partie  on  Satrday,  October  31.  Everbody 
is  geiting  drest  up  as  ghosts  and  whiches,  sew  come  looking  spookie.  The  party  is 
two  o  clock.  Please  telephon  to  tell  me  if  you  can  come? 

Martin 
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nnnnnre  a  TBTraTgTrgTYygTrBTrYTnrBTrrrBTfraTTrgTirffTBTryBTgTaTr^ 

Write  a  Friendly  Letter 

iULSLQJLSUJUULSLSUULflJULgju^  ZJUlJJLkJLSLkJLSUlS 

In  the  space  below,  write  a  friendly  letter  to  a  friend  or  relative.  You  can  use  one  of! 
the  topics  below,  or  one  of  your  own. 

—  tell  about  a  visit  with  a  ghost 

—  tell  about  your  plans  for  Hallowe’en 

—  tell  about  a  scary  movie  you  have  seen 

—  tell  about  your  visit  to  a  haunted  house 


JUULSlJLSLSLkJLSLZ^ 


UUiaJLJULOJUULJLJUUUUULOJULJULiL^^ 
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I  n 

>  .  ^  vv 

^  \k  ^  *\%  \ 

The  apostrophe  (’)  can  be  used  to  show  ownership.  Read  the  examples  below. 

the  hat  belonging  to  the  witch  — the  witch’s  hat 
the  scream  of  the  ghost  -the  ghost’s  scream 
the  face  of  the  goblin  -the  goblin’s  face 

Rewrite  each  word  group  below  using  the  apostrophe  to  show  ownership.  The  first 
one  is  done  for  you. 

1.  the  tricks  played  by  the  boggart- . the.  bo?9ar!'s.  tricks. . 

2.  the  beard  of  the  leprechaun—  . 

3.  the  broom  belonging  to  the  witch—  . 

4.  the  wooden  leg  of  the  sea  captain—  . 


5.  the  horse  belonging  to  the  ghost  rider—  . 

6.  the  ears  of  the  troll- . 

Write  the  form  that  shows  ownership  for  each  word  listed  below.  Then  write  a  sen¬ 
tence  for  each  word,  showing  that  the  person  owns  the  thing  written  in  brackets.  The 
first  one  is  done  for  you. 

1.  the  phantom  (voice)  . Vl®  .s.  Y.0.'?®. . 

2.  Dracula  (cape) . 

3.  the  werewolf  (teeth)  . 

4.  Dr.  Frankenstein  (monster) . 

1  The  phantom’s  voice  pierced  the  silence  of  the  cold,  dark  room. 

2  . 


3. 


4. 
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One  way  of  describing  something  is  to  tell  how  it  is  like  something  else.  Read  the 
sentences  below.  In  each  you  are  told  that  a  thing  is  like  something  else.  What  two 
things  are  being  compared  in  each  sentence? 

My  heart  was  pounding  like  a  big  bass  drum. 

The  room  was  as  gloomy  as  a  cemetery. 

I  felt  as  frightened  as  a  trapped  mouse. 


When  you  compare  two  things  using  the  words  like  or  as,  the  comparison  is  called 
a  simile.  For  example,  when  you  compare  a  room  to  a  cemetery,  the  phrase,  “as 
gloomy  as  a  cemetery,’’  is  called  a  simile.  Underline  the  similes  in  the  sentences 
above. 


Use  similes  to  complete  the  sentences  below.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 


1.  I  was  as  excited  as 


a  ghost  with  a  new  house  to  haunt. 


2.  I  was  as  nervous  as 


3.  I  was  as  terrified  as 


4.  I  felt  like . 

when  I  went  into  the  haunted  house. 

5.  When  I  saw  the  ghost,  I  was  as  surprised  as 


Study  the  cartoons  below.  Below  each  cartoon,  write  a  sentence  with  a  simile  to 
describe  what  the  person  felt  like. 
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For  a  long  time  people  have  believed  in  many  strange  superstitions.  People  in  many 
lands  believe  that  to  break  a  mirror  will  bring  bad  luck.  Animals  such  as  crows  and 
cats  are  also  said  to  cause  ill  fortune.  To  keep  away  bad  luck,  people  do  actions  such 
as  knocking  on  wood  or  throwing  salt  over  the  left  shoulder. 

Write  the  sentence  in  the  paragraph  that  tells  the  main  idea . 


Often  the  sentence  that  tells  the  main  idea  of  the  paragraph  comes  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  paragraph. 

Underline  the  sentence  in  each  paragraph  below  that  tells  the  main  idea  of  the 
paragraph. 


The  house  looked  sad  and  neglected.  The  windowpanes  were  all  cracked  and 

broken.  The  chimney  was  falling  down.  The  front  door  creaked  and  flapped  loose  in 

the  wind.  The  yard  was  full  of  tall  weeds. 

My  aunt  Amy  firmly  believes  that  her  summer  cottage  is  haunted.  Twice  she  has 
heard  weird  moaning  sounds  at  midnight.  Passers-by  have  reported  strange  lights  in 
the  windows  when  no  one  was  at  home.  Objects  also  seem  to  disappear  rather 

mysteriously. 

5-ast  Hallowe’en  everyone  in  our  family  got  dressed  up  to  go  to  a  party.  My  mother 
and  father  went  as  a  gypsy  couple.  My  brother  wore  a  ghost  costume.  Mine  was  the 

best  costume  of  all  — I  think.  I  was  a  mean,  ugly,  nasty,  horrible  troll! 

A  boggart  is  a  rather  mischievous  spirit  who  plays  practical  jokes  but  doesn’t  really 
hurt  anyone.  He  may  walk  loudly  around  the  house  at  night  to  frighten  you.  He  may 
knock  at  the  windowpane  and  wake  you  up.  Some  day  he  may  get  into  your  kitchen 
and  break  all  of  your  cups. 
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$  opic  Sentence  6s... 

Usually  one  sentence  in  a  paragraph  gives  the  main  idea  of  the  paragraph.  This 
sentence  is  called  the  topic  sentence.  Often  the  topic  sentence  is  the  first  sentence  in 
the  paragraph.  Underline  the  topic  sentence  in  the  following  paragraph. 

The  sounds  all  around  me  were  eerie  and  frightening.  The  wind  seemed  to  scream 
through  the  trees.  A  dog  howled  in  the  distance.  Suddenly,  out  of  the  darkness,  came 
the  sound  of  a  clanking  chain. 

What  does  the  topic  sentence  of  the  paragraph  tell  you? . 


What  do  the  other  sentences  in  the  paragraph  tell  about  the  topic  sentence? 


The  paragraphs  below  are  incomplete  because  they  do  not  contain  topic  sentences. 
Above  each  paragraph  are  three  topic  sentences.  Underline  the  sentence  that  you 
think  would  make  the  best  topic  sentence. 


Ghosts  are  frightening. 

Ghosts  do  many  strange  things. 

One  day  I  thought  I  saw  a  ghost. 

Some  ghosts  move  chairs  and  pictures  and  lock  doors.  Some  ghosts  play  musical 
instruments  such  as  pianos.  Other  ghosts  just  walk  around  at  night.  Some  ghosts 
have  even  been  known  to  milk  a  cow! 

How  ugly  the  witch  was! 

The  witch  lived  in  a  little  cottage  in  the  woods. 

Witches  often  have  black  cats  as  pets. 

The  witch  had  long,  black,  stringy  hair.  When  she  opened  her  mouth  in  a  loud 
cackle,  only  two  teeth  showed  through  her  thin  lips.  Her  nose  was  long  and  pointed 
with  a  large  wart  at  the  end.  Like  smoldering  coals,  her  eyes  glowed  above  her 
sunken  cheeks. 

The  Tower  of  London  is  an  interesting  place  to  visit. 

The  Tower  of  London  is  in  England. 

Many  people  have  died  in  the  Tower  of  London. 

Two  of  the  wives  of  Henry  VIII,  Ann  Boleyn  and  Katherine  Howard,  were  executed  in 
the  Tower  of  London.  Sir  Thomas  More,  Lady  Jane  Grey,  and  the  duke  of  Monmouth 
were  put  to  death  there.  There  is  also  a  story  that  two  young  boys,  the  sons  of  King 
Edward  IV,  were  murdered  there  by  their  uncle,  Richard  III. 
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vVrite  three  words  that  would  make  sense  in  each  sentence  below.  The  first  one  is 

dene  for  you.  ...  .  ./  £  r  ...  ;;;  :  •. 


1.  When  I  heard  the  padded  footsteps,  I  ran  toward  the  door. 

scurried 

raced 


2.  A  ghost  or  a  phantom  . 


3.  My  friend,  Cary,  was 


aloud,  “Whee-hee!” 


by  the  eerie  noises. 


moaned 

creature 

are 

graveyard 

spooky 

lurk 

mice 

shrieked 

slowly 

jumped 

playful 

screamed 

'.-noose  any  three  of  the  verbs  you  have  circled.  Then  use  the  verbs  to  write  three 

sentences. 


The  words  that  fit  into  the  sentences  above  are  called  verbs.  A  verb  usually  tells 
'what  someone  or  something  does  or  did]  what  it  is  or  was;  or  what  is  done  or  was 

done  to  it  or  about  it. 


Some  of  the  words  below  are  verbs.  Circle  the  verbs 
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Present 


Read  the  following  sentence  which 
tells  what  the  boggart  at  the  right  is 
doing. 

The  boggart  laughs. 

Rewrite  the  above  sentence,  changing 
the  verb  to  past  time.  Underline  the  verb. 

Yesterday  . 


Verbs  change  form  to  show  the  difference  between  present  time  (present  tense)  and 
past  time  (past  tense).  Read  each  sentence  in  the  left  column  and  then  read  the  sen¬ 
tence  in  the  right  column.  Notice  how  the  verb  changes. 

1.  The  sea  captain  walks  downstairs.  1.  The  sea  captain  walked  downstairs. 

2.  The  candle  burns  blue  at  midnight.  2.  The  candle  burned  blue  at  midnight. 

3.  The  ghost  whistles  the  same  tune.  3.  The  ghost  whistled  the  same  tune. 

What  ending  was  added  to  the  above  verbs  in  their  past  tense  form? . 

On  the  line  provided,  write  the  past  tense  of  each  of  the  following  verbs. 

shriek .  howl  . 

stare .  creak  . 

Use  any  three  of  the  verbs  you  wrote  above  in  three  sentences. 
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When  you  are  planning  a  story,  you  must  make  sure  that  all  the  events  you  are 
going  to  include  really  belong  in  the  story.  Look  at  the  cartoon  strip  below.  There  is 
one  frame  which  does  not  belong.  Cross  out  this  frame  and  below  the  strip  tell  why 
the  frame  is  unnecessary. 
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Below  is  the  first  part  of  an  outline  for  the  cartoon  story  on  the  opposite  page. 
Read  the  outline  carefully.  Some  of  the  events  in  this  outline  do  not  belong.  Un¬ 
derline  the  events  that  do  not  belong. 

—  every  day  Colette  and  Raj  pass  by  a  very  old  house  on  their  way  home  from  school 

—  Raj  visits  Terry  to  see  his  new  frog 

—  one  day  Colette  and  Raj  decide  to  take  a  closer  look  at  the  house 

—  tlv*  ride  up  to  the  house 

—  there  is  another  old  house  on  Morecamb  Avenue 

-they  see  signs  in  front  of  the  house  saying  “No  Trespassing”  and  “Beware  of 
Ghosts.” 

—  Colette  did  well  on  a  Math  test  last  month 

—  they  decide  to  investigate  the  house  that  night 

—  after  their  dinner,  they  get  ready  for  the  visit 

—  they  meet  in  front  of  Colette’s  house  and  set  off  for  the  house 

What  do  you  think  will  happen  to  Colette  and  Raj  at  the  haunted  house?  Continue 
the  story  from  the  time  Colette  and  Raj  arrive  at  the  haunted  house. 


Writing  Stories  27 


W  ALLITERATION  IS... 


Read  this  poem,  paying  attention  to  the  sounds  of  the  words. 


The  Kite 

How  bright  on  the  blue 
Is  a  kite  when  it’s  new! 

With  a  dive  and  a  dip 
It  snaps  its  tail 
Then  soars  like  a  ship 
With  only  a  sail 
As  over  tides 

Of  wind  it  rides. 

Climbs  to  the  crest 
Of  a  gust  and  pulls, 

Then  seems  to  rest 
As  wind  falls. 

When  string  goes  slack 
You  wind  it  back 
And  run  until 
A  new  breeze  blows 
And  its  wings  fill 
And  up  it  goes! 

How  bright  on  the  blue 
Is  a  kite  when  it’s  new! 

But  a  raggeder  thing 
You  will  never  see 
When  it  flaps  on  a  string 
In  the  top  of  a  tree. 

Harry  Behn 


In  the  first  line  of  this  poem,  the  poet  has  used  two  words  that  begin  with  the  same 


sound.  Write  these  words. 


Underline  other  lines  in  the  poem  in  which  the  poet  has  repeated  the  same  begin¬ 
ning  sound.  (Hint:  there  are  at  least  five  lines.) 

Repeating  beginning  sounds  in  a  poem  is  called  alliteration. 

For  each  topic  below,  write  a  sentence  or  phrase  using  alliteration.  The  first  one  is 
done  for  you. 

1.  wind  The  wild  winds  wail  through  the  wintry  wastes. 

2.  witch  . 


3.  ghosts 

4.  cat  . . . 
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Study  the  word  pairs  below.  They  are  called  homonyms. 

weight  steal  break  waist 

wait  steel  brake  waste 


Write  your  definition  of  homonyms. 


The  underlined  words  in  the  sentences  below  are  used  incorrectly.  Rewrite  each 
sentence,  replacing  the  underlined  word  with  its  homonym. 

1.  I  found  a  shiny  new  scent  on  the  sidewalk. 


2.  He  spilled  the  flower  all  over  the  kitchen  floor. 


3.  Larry  stubbed  his  tow  as  he  ran  out  of  the  house. 


Read  the  story  below.  It  was  written  by  someone  who  was  very  confused  about 
homonyms.  Replace  the  words  used  incorrectly  with  their  homonyms.  The  first  two 
are  done  for  you. 

week  our 

One  day  last  weak  it  was  my  turn  to  get  houf  mail  so  I  set  off  down  the  rode  with 
my  dog,  Buster.  When  eye  got  two  the  mailbox,  I  saw  that  the  postman  had  knot 
been  bye  yet,  so  I  sat  down  on  the  rock  beside  the  maple  tree  to  weight  four  him.  I 
hoped  that  there  would  bee  a  letter  from  my  ant  Mary.  I  had  lots  of  funny  tails  to 
right  to  her  about  this  time.  I  could  tell  her  that  my  friend  and  I  maid  a  red  kite  last 
weak  but  the  wind  blue  it  into  a  treetop.  A  pare  of  robins  nesting  there  sure  looked 
surprised  when  they  saw  it.  Soon  the  male  came  and  sure  enough  there  was  a  letter 
from  Ant  Mary! 
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»  APOSTROPHE 

Read  the  sentence  pairs  below,  noting  the  position  of  the  apostrophe  (’). 

The  bat  belonging  to  the  boy  was  lost.  The  boy’s  bat  was  lost. 

The  tractors  of  the  farmers  were  new.  The  farmers’  tractors  were  new. 

In  these  sentences  the  apostrophe  (’)  shows  ownership  or  possession. 

Who  owns  the  bat  in  the  first  pair  of  sentences?  . 

Boy  is  a  singular  noun.  What  is  the  possessive  of  boy ?  . 

Write  a  rule  for  making  a  possessive  of  a  singular  noun . 


Who  owns  the  tractors  in  the  second  pair  of  sentences? . 

Farmers  is  a  plural  noun.  What  is  the  possessive  of  farmers ? 

Write  a  rule  for  making  a  possessive  of  a  plural  noun  ending  in  s. 


Use  your  rules  to  complete  the  chart  below.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 


Singular 

Singular  Possessive 

Plural 

Plural  Possessive 

1.  cat 

cat’s 

cats 

cats’ 

2.  sailor  . 

3.  cow . 

4.  player . 

5-  puppy . 

CO 

In  the  sentences  below,  change  the  underlined  phrases  to  possessives.  The  first  one 

is  done  for  you. 

1-  The  carriages  of  the  babies  are  here . T.^lf  .kppjpp. 

2.  The  tails  of  the  horses  were  also  groomed . 

3.  The  parks  in  Ontario  are  listed  here . 

4-  The  hat  belonging  to  the  child  blew  away . 
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Read  the  selection  below. 


“It’s  almost  time  for  the  game  to  start.  Let’s  go!”  yelled  Kim. 

“I’m  coming,”  answered  Gina.  “I’ll  be  right  out.” 

“We’ve  got  a  great  team  this  year,  haven’t  we?”  said  Kim  as  they  were  walking. 

“They’re  the  best,”  replied  Gina  enthusiastically.  “Wasn’t  that  last  game  fantastic?” 

Many  of  the  words  in  the  selection  above  are  contractions.  A  contraction  is  a  word 
made  from  two  other  words.  Some  contractions  are  you’ve,  let’s,  and  I’m. 

The  apostrophe  in  a  contraction  takes  the  place  of  missing  letters.  For  example,  the 
apostrophe  in  the  contraction  you’ve,  replaces  the  letters  ha.  This  contraction  is  made 
up  of  the  words  you  have.  The  apostrophe  in  let’s  replaces  the  letter  u.  This  contrac¬ 
tion  is  made  from  the  words  let  us. 

Find  six  contractions  in  the  selection  above,  and  list  them  below.  Then  write  the 
words  that  make  up  each  contraction.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 


Contraction 

it’s 


Words  Making  up  Contraction 


it  is 


Correct  the  sentences  below  by  placing  apostrophes  where  they  are  needed. 


1  1.  “I  cant  find  my  watch!”  cried  David. 


|  2.  Whats  for  supper? 


3. 

n  4. 


Shell  go  to  the  hockey  game. 

If  it  doesnt  rain  well  have  a  great  picnic. 


5.  Theyve  heard  that  its  a  good  practical  joke. 
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BMfL  jf  of  a  SENTENCE 

Most  English  sentences  have  two  parts,  a  noun  part  and  a  verb  part.  Study  the  fol¬ 
lowing  examples. 


noun  part 

I 

The  tiny  squirrel 
The  runner  on  third 
The  vacuum  cleaner 


verb  part 

1 

/shivered  in  the  cold, 
/raced  toward  home  plate, 
/gobbled  up  the  dirt. 


Noun  Part 

Verb  Part 

The  hot,  steaming  pizza 

won  the  final  game. 

Our  baseball  team 

crashed  through  the  window. 

The  kangaroo 

tasted  delicious. 

Freddie 

sang  “Waltzing  Matilda.’’ 

The  soaring  baseball 

wore  a  Japanese  kimono. 

The  grade  five  class 

hopped  through  the  field. 

Combine  a  noun  part  with  a  verb  part  from  the  word  groups  above  to  make  sen¬ 
tences.  First  write  three  sensible  combinations,  such  as, 


The  hot,  steaming  pizza  tasted  delicious. 


1. 

2. 

3. 


Now  write  three  silly  combinations,  such  as, 

The  kangaroo  sang  “Waltzing  Matilda.’’ 


1. 

2. 


3 . 
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WE  AGREE ! 


The  fan  cheers. 


The  fans  cheer. 


Read  the  sentence  below  each  picture.  In  the  second  sentence  the  noun,  fan,  has 
been  made  plural.  What  other  word  in  the  sentence  has  been  changed? 


. Why?  . 

Rewrite  each  sentence  below,  changing  the  underlined  noun  to  its  plural  form.  Say 
the  sentence  to  yourself.  Then  make  any  other  changes  that  are  necessary. 


1.  My  brother  loves  to  play  baseball. 


2.  The  batter  steps  nervously  to  the  plate. 


3.  After  breaking  a  window,  the  girl  was  “in  hot  water.’’ 


4.  My  new  robot  does  my  homework. 


5.  An  astronaut  is  a  person  who  sails  to  the  stars. 


6.  An  astronomer  studies  the  planets. 
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TiTH  SENTENCES 

A  topic  sentence  has  two  parts,  the  topic,  and  the  main  idea  about  the  topic,  for 
example, 


Topic  Main  Idea  About  Topic 

The  library  is  a  good  place  to  do  research. 

Australia  is  a  very  large  country. 

The  topic  sentence  of  a  paragraph  tells  the  topic  of  that  paragraph  and  the  writer’s 
main  idea  about  the  topic. 

Make  the  following  topics  into  topic  sentences  by  adding  a  main  idea.  The  first  one 
is  done  for  you. 

Topic 

1.  Birthday  parties 

2.  Playing  baseball 

3.  Pets  . 

4.  T.V.  programs  . 

You  can  make  a  paragraph  by  adding  supporting  details  that  give  more  information 
about  your  main  idea.  For  example: 

Topic:  Main  Idea  About  Topic: 

The  library  is  a  good  place  to  do  research. 

Supporting  Details: 

1.  books  on  many  topics  found  there 

2.  encyclopedias  and  other  reference  books 

3.  librarian  helps  you  find  information 

Write  at  least  three  supporting  details  for  one  of  the  topic  sentences  you  wrote 

above. 

Topic  Sentence: . 

Supporting  Details: . 


Main  Idea  About  Topic 

are  usually  a  lot  of  fun. 
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Many  paragraphs  are  organized  this  way: 

Topic  sentence:  The  catcher  has  many  different  jobs. 

Supporting  details:  1.  catches  pitches  not  hit  by  batter 

2.  signals  pitcher,  telling  what  types  of  balls  to  throw 

3.  guards  home  plate  against  base  runners 

4.  fields  batted  balls  in  his  territory 

Below  are  some  supporting  details  for  two  different  topics.  They  can  be  organized 
under  the  following  topic  sentences: 

1.  Professional  baseball  began  in  the  last  half  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

2.  One  of  the  most  famous  baseball  players  of  all  time  was  Babe  Ruth. 

Decide  which  of  the  supporting  details  belong  with  each  topic  sentence.  Before 
each  detail  write  1  or  2  to  show  the  topic  sentence  to  which  it  belongs. 

.  He  was  known  as  the  Sultan  of  Swat  because  of  his  great  hitting  ability. 

.  The  first  professional  team  on  which  players  were  paid  for  playing  baseball 

was  the  Cincinatti  Red  Stockings  in  1869. 

.  Ruth  spent  most  of  his  baseball  days  playing  outfield  and  slugging  in  runs 

for  the  New  York  Yankees. 

.  The  National  League  was  founded  in  1876  and  the  American  Association 

was  formed  in  1881. 

.  The  American  League  we  know  today  began  in  1901. 

.  In  his  professional  career,  he  hit  714  home  runs. 

.  He  held  more  than  50  baseball  records. 

.  The  first  World  Series  was  held  in  1903. 

.  When  the  Babe  died  of  cancer  in  1948,  millions  of  fans  mourned  him. 
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A THESAURUS 

IS. 


The  selection  below  is  from  a  book  called  a  thesaurus.  Read  the  selection  to  find 
out  what  kind  of  information  a  thesaurus  gives  you. 


Synonyms 

Antonyms 

harebrained 

adj.  crazy,  ridiculous,  reckless, 
foolhardy 

That’s  a  harebrained  idea! 

sensible,  wise,  thoughtful 
astute 

harm 

1.  n.  injury,  wrong,  hurt,  damage 

No  harm  was  done. 

1.  good,  benefit,  advan¬ 
tage 

2.  v.  hurt,  damage 

The  hail  harmed  the  crops. 
adj.  It  was  harmful  to 
them. 

2.  help,  benefit,  improve, 
assist 

harmless 

adj.  easy-going,  gentle 
inoffensive 

Harmless  animals  should  be 
protected. 

harmful,  injurious,  hurtful 

The  thesaurus  gives  synonyms  and  antonyms  for  words.  Use  the  thesaurus  selection 
above  to  answer  the  following  questions. 

1.  Give  two  synonyms  for  the  word  “harebrained.”  Use  one  of  them  in  a  sentence. 


2.  Give  a  synonym  and  an  antonym  for  “harm”  when  it  is  used  as  a  verb  (v.). 


3.  Give  three  synonyms  for  the  word  “harmless.”  Use  one  of  them  in  a  sentence. 
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ir 


Where  is  cotton  grown? 

How  is  cotton  grown? 

What  is  a  “cotton  gin”? 

How  is  cotton  turned  into  cloth? 


When  you  have  chosen  a  topic  for  your  report,  you  must  decide  what  y 
tell  about  this  topic.  One  way  to  do  this  is  to  think  of  some  questions 
report  will  answer. 

For  example,  if  you  choose  the  topic  “Cotton,”  you  might  want  to 
lowing  questions: 


For  each  of  the  topics  below  write  four  questions  you  would  want  a  report  to 
answer. 


1.  The  South  Pole 


2.  The  Kangaroo 


When  you  have  your  questions,  you  can  change  each  question  into  a  main  heading 
for  your  report.  The  main  headings  for  the  report  on  cotton  would  be: 

I.  Where  Grown 

II.  How  Grown 

III.  The  Cotton  Gin 

IV.  Cotton  to  Cloth 

Compare  the  main  headings  to  the  original  questions  above.  How  are  they  similar? 
How  are  they  different? 

On  a  separate  piece  of  paper  make  main  headings  out  of  your  questions  on  “The 
South  Pole”  and  “The  Kangaroo.” 
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MORE  THAN  OlttCO£ 

Read  the  pairs  of  sentences  below. 

Climb  the  ladder. 

Two  ladders  were  leaning  against  the  wall. 

We  guessed  what  the  box  contained. 

Several  boxes  lay  on  the  floor. 

How  was  the  underlined  word  in  the  first  pair  of  sentences  changed  to  its 

plural?  . 

How  was  the  underlined  word  in  the  second  pair  of  sentences  changed  to  its 

plural? . 

Some  words  change  in  other  ways  when  they  become  plural.  For  example: 

Our  cat  caught  a  mouse. 

Two  small  mice  darted  across  the  floor. 

I  enjoyed  the  mystery  story. 

Father  read  us  some  exciting  stories. 

The  leaf  fluttered  in  the  wind. 

In  autumn  the  leaves  turn  many  colors. 

Some  words  do  not  change  at  all  when  they  become  plural.  For  example: 

A  deer  scampered  through  the  woods. 

We  saw  many  deer  at  Algonquin  Park. 

Following  each  sentence  below  is  a  singular  noun.  Write  the  plural  form  of  that 
noun  in  the  space  provided. 

1.  Encyclopedia  Brown  enjoys  solving . (mystery) 

2.  Good . .  notice  important  clues,  (detective) 

3.  We  could  see  more  than  fifty .  in  the  meadow,  (sheep) 

4.  The  mystery  story  kept  the .  in  suspense,  (child) 

5-  Two .  stole  the  lady’s  purse,  (thief) 

6.  Several .  saw  the  theft  and  helped  the  lady,  (witness) 

were  needed  to  solve  the  case,  (policeman) 


7.  Many . 
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Who  OWNS  It? 

(2) 


the  detectives’  hat 

Study  the  pictures  and  captions  above.  Explain  the  difference  between  pictures 

one  and  two . 

Note  where  the  apostrophe  (’)  is  placed  when  the  owning  word  is  plural,  as  in  the 
word  detectives’. 

Write  the  plural  form  of  each  noun  below  in  the  list  headed  Plural.  Then  write  the 
plural  form  that  shows  ownership  (or  possession)  in  the  list  headed  Plural  Possessive. 
The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 

Noun  Plural  Plural  Possessive 

1.  thief  thieves  thieves’ 

2.  friend  .  . 

3.  witness  .  . 

4.  policeman  .  . 

Write  a  sentence  using  each  of  the  words  listed  under  Plural  Possessive  in  the 
above  exercise.  Be  sure  your  sentence  shows  ownership.  For  example, 

1.  The  thieves’  fingerprints  were  found  on  the  door  of  the  getaway  car. 

2 . 

3  . 

4  . 


(1) 


the  detective’s  hat 
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MAKE  IT  CLEAR 

Read  the  sentence  pairs  below.  Circle  the  sentence  in  each  pair  which  gives  you 
clearer  information. 


The  man  caught  the  man  in  the  building. 

The  detective  caught  the  robber  in  the  bank. 


The  ghost  sat  on  the  furniture  in  the  room 
The  ghost  sat  on  the  chair  in  the  living  room. 

If  you  circled  the  second  sentence  in  each  pair  above,  you  were  correct.  The  first 
sentence  in  each  pair  contains  general  words  like  man  and  furniture.  These  words  do 
not  give  you  a  clear  picture  in  your  mind  when  you  read  them.  They  were  changed  to 
more  specific  words  in  the  second  sentences.  Using  specific  words,  complete  the  fol¬ 
lowing  exercise. 


General  Specific 

man  robber,  burglar,  . 

building  bank,  . 

room  living  room,  . 

furniture  chair,  . 

Read  the  word  pairs  below.  In  each  pair,  circle  the  more  specific  word. 


nutmeg  — spice  petunia  — flower  wheat  — grain 

building  — house  fruit  — pear  sandal —  footwear 

cloth  — towel  rain-water  jewelry  — ring 

Rewrite  the  lists  of  words  below  in  order  from  general  to  most  specific.  The  first  one 
is  done  for  you. 

1.  pliers,  tool,  implement,  needle-nose  pliers 
implement,  tool,  pliers,  needle-nose  pliers 

2.  dog,  Fido,  animal,  German  shepherd 


3.  sugar  maple,  plant,  maple,  tree 


4.  violin,  object,  stringed  instrument,  musical  instrument 

0) 
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*»i=be  Specific  *  * 

Rewrite  the  sentences  below,  replacing  all  the  general  words  with  specific  ones.  In 
the  first  three  sentences  the  general  words  are  underlined  for  you. 

1.  The  people  played  a  game. 

2.  The  men  robbed  the  building. 

3.  The  person  had  something  stolen. 

4.  The  man  said  that  the  little  girl  had  an  illness. 

5.  The  person  drove  the  car  to  the  store. 

6.  He  carried  a  container  full  of  liquid  to  his  vehicle. 

7.  The  animal  made  a  sound. 


Specific  words  can  make  a  description  clearer. 

Describe  the  appearance  and  the  use  of  one  of  the  objects  below  to  someone  who 
has  never  heard  of  it.  Use  specific  words  to  make  your  description  clear. 

money  ball-point  pen  swimming  pool 

bicycle  snowmobile  frisbee 
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ma 


mm 


3 


m 


The  pictures  below  tell  a  story.  Put  the  pictures  into  the  correct  order  by  numbering 

them.  The  first  one  is  numbered  for  you. 
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Below  is  an  outline  of  the  story  told  in  the  cartoons  on  the  opposite  page.  The 
events  are  out  of  order.  Number  the  events  in  the  outline  to  show  the  correct  order. 
The  first  three  events  are  numbered  for  you. 


The  children  go  inside  to  make  some  more  lemonade. 

Two  other  children  steal  the  lemonade  stand. 

Detective  Dan  puts  up  a  sign  on  his  garage  and  waits  for  business. 

The  children  go  to  Detective  Dan  for  help. 

The  children  discover  their  lemonade  stand  is  gone. 

Detective  Dan  catches  the  criminals. 

First  Detective  Dan  goes  to  the  scene  of  the  crime  to  look  for  clues. 

Finally  the  children  get  back  their  lemonade  stand. 

Some  children  set  up  a  lemonade  stand. 

Then,  on  his  way  back  to  his  office,  Detective  Dan  notices  another  lemonade 
stand. 


Use  the  picture  clues  in  two  of  the  cartoons  on  the  opposite  page.  Explain  how 
Detective  Dan  solved  this  case. 


On  the  lines  below,  write  a  beginning  for  the  story.  Will  you  begin  by  telling  about 
Detective  Dan,  or  will  you  get  right  into  the  problem? 

CO 
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An  abbreviation  is  a  short  way  of  writing  a  word.  Study  the  following  abbreviations. 

Street-St.  January-Jan.  Doctor-Dr.  Sunday-Sun. 

Write  the  abbreviation  for  the  underlined  words  in  the  sentences  below. 

1.  This  agency  is  open  from  March  to  August . 

2.  The  robbery  took  place  on  Tuesday,  February  15 . • . 

3.  He  solved  the  case  on  Wednesday,  September  3 . 

4.  The  sign  said  “Open  Monday  to  Saturday.’’ . 

Read  the  following  sentences  and  note  the  underlined  words.  Then  use  the  abbrevi¬ 
ations  on  the  left  to  replace  the  underlined  words  in  each  sentence.  Write  the  abbre¬ 
viation  above  the  underlined  word.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 


Ont. 

1. 

N.S. 

St. 

2. 

N.B. 

Ave. 

3. 

Sask. 

Alta. 

4. 

Blvd. 

Nfld. 

5. 

B.C. 

P.E.I. 

6. 

Man. 

P.Q. 

7. 

St.  Man. 

Leroy  Brown  went  to  14  Prince  Street.  Winnipeg,  Manitoba. 
Doctor  Milne  visited  Prince  Rupert,  British  Columbia. 

The  address  is  198  Lippman  Avenue.  Bowens,  Alberta. 
Charlottetown,  Prince  Edward  Island,  was  the  scene  of  the  crime. 
The  detective  traveled  from  Newfoundland  to  Nova  Scotia. 

The  robber  went  from  Ontario  to  Saskatchewan. 

The  police  conference  is  in  Moncton,  New  Brunswick. 


Most  abbreviations  should  not  be  used  in  reports  and  stories.  The  following  abbre¬ 
viations  are  ones  which  you  may  use  in  reports  and  stories:  Mr.,  Mrs.,  Ms.,  Dr.,  a.m. 
and  p.m. 

The  story  selection  below  contains  several  words  that  should  not  be  abbreviated. 
Find  the  words  that  should  not  be  abbreviated.  Above  each  incorrect  abbreviation 
write  the  full  word.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 


Monday 

Last  Mon.  I  met  Dr.  Stewart  in  front  of  the  Pearson  Bldg.  We  discussed  the  robbery 
that  had  taken  place  at  his  office  last  Sat.,  Oct.  13,  at  7  a.m.  Dr.  Stewart  felt  that  I 


should  go  to  the  police  headquarters  in  Sask.  for  more  information. 
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Read  the  sentences  below.  Each  sentence  contains  spoken  words.  How  are  these 
words  set  off  from  the  rest  of  the  sentence? 

“Is  it  a  mystery  to  you?”  asked  Jane. 

Henry  replied,  “Yes,  it  certainly  is.” 

What  punctuation  is  used  around  the  exact  words  of  the  speaker  in  these  sentences? 


Tag  words  tell  you  who  is  speaking.  Underline  the  tag  words  in  the  sentences 
above. 

Add  tag  words  to  these  sentences. 

1.  “Can  you  solve  this  riddle?” . 

2 . .  “No,  I  can’t  do  it.” 

3.  “The  twins  cheated,”  . 

Add  the  words  of  the  speaker  in  the  following  sentences. 

1.  “ .  ,”  said  Encyclopedia  Brown. 

2.  Charlie  replied,  “ . ” 

3.  “ . ?”  asked  the  detective. 

Place  quotation  marks  in  the  sentences  below. 

1.  I’m  getting  ready,  replied  Chester. 

2.  Encyclopedia  Brown  said,  Here’s  to  apple  pie! 

3.  This  is  an  interesting  problem,  commented  the  detective. 

Using  the  sentences  at  the  top  of  the  page  as  a  model,  punctuate  the  following 
sentences. 

1.  Is  that  telephone  call  for  me  or  for  you  asked  Charlie  Brown. 

2.  Sam  replied  I  was  driving  down  the  street. 

3.  I’ll  never  know  what  that  was  all  about  howled  Charlie. 

4.  The  detective  said  We  have  found  the  guilty  person. 
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Read  paragraphs  one  and  two  below. 


©@® 


1.  I  made  up  a  riddle  yesterday  and  wrote  the  riddle  in  my  notebook.  My  friend, 
Abraham,  read  the  riddle.  Then  he  wrote  two  riddles.  His  riddles  were  funny. 


2.  I  made  up  a  riddle  yesterday  and  wrote  it  in  my  notebook.  My  friend,  Abraham, 
read  it.  Then  he  wrote  two  riddles.  They  were  funny. 


Why  does  paragraph  one  sound  awkward? 


What  words  were  used  in  paragraph  two  to  replace  the  noun  riddle  or  riddles? 


Words  which  can  replace  nouns  in  a  sentence  are  called  pronouns.  Some  examples 
of  pronouns  are  he,  she,  it,  we,  you  and  they. 

Read  the  following  paragraph.  Above  each  underlined  word  or  word  group  write  a 
pronoun  that  could  replace  the  underlined  word(s).  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 

My  friend  Seymour  and  I  decided  to  survey  our  class’  favorite  T.V.  shows. 
We 

Seymour  and  I  used  a  tape  recorder.  The  tape  recorder  came  in  handy.  Seymour 
recorded  answers  to  questions  Seymour  and  I  asked.  Seymour  found  that  detective 
shows  were  very  popular.  Both  boys  and  girls  liked  detective  shows.  The  next  time 
Seymour  and  I  do  a  T.V.  survey,  Seymour  and  I  are  going  to  ask  people  what  they 


think  of  a  few  commercials. 
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Theme:  "It's  a  Mystery  to  Me,"  Starting  Points  in  Language 


Tell  why  the  words  in  each  group  below  belong  together. 

detective  magnifying  glass  burglar 

policeman  microscope  thief 

chief  of  police  fingerprint  kit  robber 


Cross  out  the  word  that  does  not  belong  in  each  group  of  words  below.  Tell  why 
the  word  you  crossed  out  does  not  belong. 


Babe  Ruth  run 

Sherlock  Holmes  flower 

Ellery  Queen  walk 


sports  car 

jeep 

house 


Every  sentence  in  a  paragraph  should  tell  something  about  the  main  idea  of  the 
paragraph.  Underline  the  sentence  that  does  not  belong  in  the  paragraph  below. 
Then,  on  the  line  provided,  write  the  main  idea  of  the  paragraph. 

Many  children  enjoy  reading  stories  about  Encyclopedia  Brown.  A  robbery  took 
place  in  Harvery’s  Hardware  Store  last  week.  Encyclopedia  got  his  name  because  he 
was  so  smart- his  head  was  like  an  encyclopedia.  Encyclopedia  helps  the  children  in 
his  town,  Idaville,  to  solve  mysteries. 

Main  idea:  . 

Write  a  paragraph  that  contains  one  detail  that  does  not  belong.  Exchange 
paragraphs  with  a  classmate  and  find  the  sentences  in  each  other’s  paragraphs  that 
don’t  belong.  You  might  write  about  one  of  the  following  topics:  Why  I  Like  (Dislike) 
Detective  Stories,  My  Favourite  Television  Detective,  Why  I  Like  (Dislike)  Puzzles. 
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Two  kinds  of  nouns  are  common  nouns  and  proper  nouns.  Common  nouns  name  a 
person  or  place  belonging  to  a  large  group.  The  words  boy  and  country  are  common 
nouns.  Proper  nouns  name  a  particular  person  or  place.  The  words  Jim  and  Canada 
are  proper  nouns.  Underline  the  nouns  that  name  people  in  the  following  poem. 


Names 

A  name  like  Egbert,  that’s  a  blast. 

Or  Hepzibah.  It’s  in  the  past. 

I  heard  of  a  creep  named  Cuthbert  Bede. 

There’s  the  weirdest  names  you  sit  and  read  — 
Like  Ebenezer,  Or  Dapper  Dan, 

Or  Abu  ben  Adam,  or  Kubla  Khan, 

And  could  you  believe,  could  you  really  think 
There  was  really  an  Engelbert  Humperdinck? 

Myra  Cohn  Livingston 


The  words  you  underline  are  examples  of  proper  nouns  which  name  people.  Read 
the  following  poem,  which  contains  examples  of  proper  nouns  which  name  places. 

Places 

A  place  like  Klerksdorp,  that’s  a  blast. 

Or . It’s  in  the  past. 

I  heard  of  an  island  called . 

The  names  of  places  can  make  you  smile  — 

Like . ,  or  Kitty  Hawk, 

Or . ,  or  Plaster  Rock, 

I  looked  in  my  atlas.  (It  took  me  two  weeks). 

But  I  did  find  a  place  called . 

Write  the  poem,  “Places,”  on  a  separate  piece  of  paper.  Put  in  some  place  names 
of  your  own  to  make  the  poem  rhyme. 

Write  a  sentence  or  poem  of  your  own  which  contains  at  least  two  proper  nouns. 
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Theme:  "String-a-Line,”  Starting  Points  in  Language 


Circle  the  words  in  the  list  below  that  make  sense  in  one  or  both  sentences. 

.  zebra  is  eating. 

.  zebras  are  eating. 


a 

by 

few 

many 

string 

that 

jumps 

several 

some 

from 

this 

or 

The  words  that  fit  into  the  sentence  above  are  called  determiners,  or  words  that 
signal  nouns.  Sometimes  there  is  more  than  one  determiner  before  a  noun. 

For  example: 


determiners 

noun 

1 

i 

a  few 

zebras 

all  the 

zebras 

any  other 

zebra 

Find  six  determiners  in  the  following  sentences.  Underline  them. 

1.  Many  shapes  can  be  drawn  using  straight  lines. 

2.  Several  students  made  those  string  paintings. 

3.  A  few  children  made  gesture  drawings  using  some  stick  men. 

On  the  line  in  front  of  each  noun  below,  write  at  least  one  suitable  determiner.  Use 
a  different  determiner  for  each  noun.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 

M  1 . M®'? .  string  beans  3 . . .  triangles. 

2  .  fishing  line.  4 .  railway  tracks. 

Write  a  sentence  for  each  word  group  in  the  above  exercise.  For  example, 

1.  Darren  planted  a  few  string  beans  in  his  garden. 

2 . 

3  . 

4  . 
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Read  the  two  examples  of  story  beginnings  below. 


1.  Bill  and  Paula  were  fishing  off  the  dock  with  Hank.  The  fish  weren’t  biting  and  the 
children  were  getting  bored.  Hank  began  to  tell  one  of  his  tall  stories. 


2.  One  lazy  afternoon  Bill,  Paula,  and 
Hank  were  fishing  off  the  dock.  “Those 
fish  just  aren’t  biting,’’  grumbled  Bill. 

“If  I  don’t  get  a  bite  in  the  next  half 
hour,  I’m  going  back  to  the  cottage,’’ 
said  Paula. 

“Yep,  it  sure  is  a  slow  day  for  fish,’’ 
remarked  Hank.  “It  reminds  me  of  that 
day  a  couple  of  years  ago  I  was  up 
fishing  in  Rocky  Lake.’’ 

“Oh,  no,’’  laughed  Bill,  “I  think  we’re 
in  for  one  of  Hank’s  famous  tall  tales.” 

What  are  these  marks,  “  ”,  called?  . . . 

What  are  they  used  for?  . 


In  the  second  selection,  how  does  the  writer  show  when  a  new  person  is  speaking? 


The  story  continues  below.  Insert  quotation  marks  where  they  belong  and  use  this 
symbol  (  (fj  )  to  show  where  new  paragraphs  begin. 

Tall  tales?  cried  Hank.  Every  word  I’m  about  to  tell  you  is  the  bare  truth!  Plus  a  few 
whoppers  here  and  there,  added  Paula.  As  I  was  saying,  laughed  Hank,  I  was  in 
Rocky  Lake  fishing  in  my  boat.  I  hadn’t  had  a  bite  for  hours.  Then  suddenly  some¬ 
thing  grabbed  the  bait,  and  took  off  with  the  line.  Soon  I  was  being  pulled  through 
the  water  — boat  and  all,  hanging  on  for  dear  life!  Is  this  part  still  the  bare  truth? 
teased  Paula. 

How  do  you  think  Hank’s  tall  tale  will  end?  What  will  Bill  and  Paula  say  about  his 
story?  Complete  the  story  on  a  separate  piece  of  paper.  Use  conversation  in  your 
story. 


50  Writing  Stories 


Read  the  following  sentence. 


The  girl  walked. 

You  could  make  new  sentences  by  changing  some  of  the  words  in  this  sentence. 
Read  the  sentence  below.  The  word  girl  has  been  replaced  by  three  words.  Add  three 
more  words  to  replace  girl. 

The  gir[  walked. 

beans 

chair 

zebra 


Read  the  same  sentence  below.  Now  words  have  been  added  to  replace  walked. 
Add  three  more  words  to  replace  walked. 

The  girl  walked. 

laughed 

jumped 

danced 


»  From  the  lists  of  words  under  girl  and  walked,  choose  a  combination  that  would 
j1  make  sense.  For  example: 


The  zebra  jumped. 


5 

5 


\  Now  choose  a  combination  that  would  not  make  sense.  For  example: 

3 


T> 

The  beans  laughed, 
s 

D 
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Read  the  sentences  below,  noting  the  underlined  measurement  in  each. 

That  piece  of  string  is  exactly  234  cm  long. 

It  is  177  km  from  our  home  to  our  cottage. 

I  wanted  to  buy  4  kg  not  4  g  of  fresh  salmon. 

The  measurements  in  the  sentences  above  are  metric  measurements. 

Is  a  period  used  with  the  short  form  of  the  metric  word? 

Does  the  short  form  have  an  s  at  the  end? 


Read  the  list  of  metric  measurements  and  symbols  below.  Then  use  the  list  to 
replace  the  underlined  words  in  the  sentences  that  follow.  Write  the  correct  metric 
symbol  above  the  word. 

gram  — g  centimetre  — cm  litre  —  i 

kilogram  — kg  kilometre  — km  hour-h 

metre  — m  kilometres  per  hour  — km/h 

1.  I  would  like  to  buy  25  litres  of  white  paint. 

2.  He  used  6  metres  of  string  for  that  design. 

3.  Can  you  run  10  kilometres  in  2  hours? 

4.  Should  I  ask  for  1000  grams  or  1  kilogram  when  I  buy  the  fruit? 

5.  My  string  design  is  22  centimetres  long  and  15  centimetres  wide. 

When  you  use  metric  symbols,  remember  two  things:  1.  a  metric  symbol  does  not 
end  with  a  period  unless  it  is  found  at  the  end  of  a  sentence,  and  2.  metric  symbols 
do  not  end  with  the  letter  s. 

The  instructions  below  contain  several  errors.  Correct  these  errors  by  writing  the 
correct  metric  symbol  above  the  error. 

1.  Take  a  piece  of  colored  paper  20  cms  by  22  cms. 

2.  Cut  the  paper  into  a  square  measuring  15  cm  by  15  cm 

3.  Next  take  a  large  ball  of  twine,  about  2  kg.  in  mass. 

4.  Cut  the  twine  into  pieces  2  ms.  long. 

5.  Place  four  pins  in  the  paper  4  cm.  apart. 
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Theme:  "String-a-Line,”  Starting  Points  in  Language 


{Punctuating  Sentences 


Yesterday  we  decided  to  spend  the  afternoon  making  designs  with  string  we  were 
going  to  put  our  designs  on  colored  paper  so  they  would  show  up  while  we  were 
cutting  the  string,  we  spread  the  paper  out  on  the  floor  our  dog  Maxie  came  over  to 
see  what  we  were  doing  when  we  weren’t  looking  he  stole  my  piece  of  paper  and  hid 
behind  the  sofa  we  tried  for  a  long  time  to  get  Maxie  to  come  out  and  give  back  the 
paper  when  he  finally  did  come  out  there  was  no  paper  left  he  had  eaten  the  whole 
thing. 

Yesterday  we  decided  to  spend  the  afternoon  making  designs  with  string.  We  were 
going  to  put  designs  on  colored  paper  so  they  would  show  up.  While  we  were  cutting 
the  string,  we  spread  the  paper  out  on  the  floor.  Our  dog  Maxie  came  over  to  see 
what  we  were  doing.  When  we  weren’t  looking,  he  stole  my  piece  of  paper  and  hid 
behind  the  sofa.  We  tried  for  a  long  time  to  get  Maxie  to  come  out  and  give  back  the 
paper.  When  he  finally  did  come  out,  there  was  no  paper  left.  He  had  eaten  the  whole 
thing! 


Which  paragraph  is  easier  to  read  and  understand?  Why? 

Rewrite  the  following  selections,  placing  punctuation  and  capital  letters  where  they 
are  needed. 


1.  my  brother  simon  and  i  decided  to  draw  our  family  tree  we  asked  our  mother  and 
father  about  the  names  of  all  their  relatives  we  found  out  that  there  were  two  simons 
and  three  marys  in  our  family 


CD 


2.  stan  mitchell  can  tell  the  biggest  tall  tales  of  anyone  i  know  one  day  he  told  me 
about  the  place  where  he  grew  up  he  said  that  the  winters  there  were  so  cold  that 
the  people  had  permanent  icicles  growing  on  the  ends  of  their  noses 


Punctuation  53 
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Shapes  and  the  names  of  shapes  are  an  important  part  of  designs.  Match  the 
shapes  on  the  right  with  the  names  of  the  shapes  on  the  left. 

square  . . . 
triangle  . . 
semicircle 
circle  .... 

cube . 

rectangle  . 

Words  that  indicate  direction  are  also  important  in  making  designs.  Draw  a  line  to 
show  the  direction  you  would  be  moving  if  you  were  traveling: 


in  a  horizontal  direction: 
in  a  vertical  direction: 


in  a  diagonal  direction: 

Read  the  sentences  below,  noting  the  underlined  word  in  each.  You  are  familiar 
with  the  meaning  of  each  word  in  these  sentences,  but  do  you  know  what  each  word 
means  in  design?  Use  your  dictionary  to  find  out  the  meanings  of  these  words,  and 
record  the  meaning  on  the  line  below  each  sentence.  Then  write  a  sentence  that 
shows  the  meaning  of  this  word  in  the  field  of  design. 

1.  Have  you  ever  flown  in  a  plane? 


2.  He  strung  us  a  line  with  that  whopper  of  his. 


3.  He  is  so  square  that  he  thinks  the  Beatles  are  just  some  kind  of  bug. 
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Words  which  describe  or  tell  about  a  noun  are  called  adjectives.  Advertisements 
use  vivid  adjectives  to  make  people  buy  certain  products.  Read  the  advertisement 
below,  noting  the  adjectives.  The  nouns  are  circled  and  the  adjectives  are  underlined. 

Taste  our  tender,  choice,  delicious($tring  beans)qlisteninq  in  pure, 

dairy-fresh,  melted(butter)Serve  Chef  Beaumont’s  Frozen  (^tring  Bean^) today! 

Underline  the  adjectives  in  the  following  advertisement. 

Be  the  first  on  your  street  to  own  a  gleaming,  silvery,  eye-catching  U-Ride-lt 

Bicycle.  Firm,  safe  brakes,  wide,  strong  handlebars  and  a  cushiony,  vinyl-covered  seat 

will  make  you  feel  like  the  monarch  of  Main  Street. 

Write  one  or  more  sentences  to  advertise  each  product  listed  below.  Use  vivid  ad¬ 
jectives  in  your  advertisement.  Underline  the  adjectives  you  use. 

1.  Big  Freddie  Hamburgers:  . 


2.  Sure-is-Sticky  Glue: 


3.  Sudsy  Dishwashing  Liquid: 


<D 

U> 

O 


o 

Q_ 


O 

</> 


o 

CD 


4.  Funtime  Skipping  Ropes: 


5.  Fizzle  Soda  Pop: 


d) 

E 

<D 

-C 
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PROBLEMS! 

The  girl  in  this  cartoon  has  a  problem 
—  she  has  broken  her  hockey  stick.  If 
you  were  writing  a  story  about  this 
cartoon,  you  might  tell  about  the  game 
the  girls  were  having,  how  the  girl  broke 
her  hockey  stick,  and  what  she  did  next. 


In  each  of  the  cartoons  there  is  a  problem.  On  the  lines  beside  each  cartoon,  tell 
what  the  problem  is. 
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Theme:  "Below  32°,”  Starting  Points  in  Language 


Read  the  following  sentences. 


The  blazing  fire  popped  and  crackled  in  the  hearth. 

The  huskies  howled  their  woes  to  the  homeless  snows. 

We  could  hear  the  buzz  of  snowmobiles  in  the  woods. 

Sometimes  words  are  used  to  imitate  the  sounds  they  name.  Underline  words  in  the 
sentences  above  that  imitate  sounds. 

Why  is  it  a  good  idea  to  use  sound  words  in  your  writing? . 


Make  up  sound  words  to  describe  the  actions  below.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 

1.  water  boiling:  gurgle,  bubble,  glub-burble,  bub-bub-splubble 

2.  cats  fighting: . 

3.  water  dripping: . 

4.  wind  blowing: . 

5.  skates  on  ice: . 

Write  sentences  containing  sound  words  to  describe  the  situations  below. 

an  arena  during  a  hockey  game: . 


I  CO  . 

a  busy  street  at  Christmas  time: 


a  hill  full  of  tobogganers: 
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Each  of  the  sentences  below  compares  two  things.  Underline  the  things  that  are 
being  compared  in  each  sentence. 


The  hailstones  gleam  like  diamonds  in  my  hand. 

The  hailstones  are  gleaming  diamonds  in  my  hand. 

When  you  make  a  comparison  between  two  things,  you  can  use  the  words  like  or 
as,  and  create  a  simile.  You  can  also  make  a  comparison  without  using  the  words  like 
or  as.  Place  a  check  mark  beside  the  sentence  above  that  contains  a  comparison  not 
using  the  words  like  or  as. 

How  are  the  objects  in  each  word  pair  below  similar?  Write  a  sentence  in  which 
you  compare  these  objects.  Use  an  adjective  to  describe  each  of  the  objects.  The  first 
one  is  done  for  you. 

1.  wind:  wolf  The  fierce  wind  was  a  howling  wolf. 

2.  anger:  fire  . 

3.  ice:  glass  . 

4.  goalie’s  mask:  evil  spirit . 


5.  icicles:  fingers  . 

6.  snow:  curtain  . 

7.  snowflakes:  dancers . 

Look  at  the  pictures  below.  Write  a  sentence  for  each  in  which  you  make  a  com¬ 
parison. 
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Some  verbs  do  not  form  their  past  tense  by  adding  ed.  They  are  called  irregular 
verbs,  because  they  are  unlike  the  regular  ed  verbs.  Below  are  some  irregular  verbs. 
Notice  the  past  tense  form. 


Present  tense 

Past  tense 

Present  tense 

Past  tense 

begin 

began 

freeze 

froze 

blow 

blew 

go 

went 

break 

broke 

grow 

grew 

come 

came 

run 

ran 

do 

did 

see 

saw 

drink 

drank 

speak 

spoke 

eat 

ate 

take 

took 

fly 

flew 

write 

wrote 

Complete  each  sentence  by  using  the  past  tense  of  the  verbs  in  brackets. 

1.  The  children .  down  the  hill  on  their  toboggans,  (fly) 

2.  The  wind .  fiercely  that  cold  wintry  night,  (blow) 

3.  Owen .  a  Haiku  poem  called  “Icicles.”  (write) 

4.  Last  winter  Anna .  one  of  her  skis,  (break) 

Write  three  sentences  using  the  past  tense  of  the  following  verbs: 

begin  . 

eat . 

run  . 

Write  a  conversation  that  might  take  place  between  a  bear  getting  ready  for  hiber¬ 
nation  and  a  bird  that  is  about  to  fly  south  for  the  winter. 
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Suppose  you  are  doing  a  report  on  skiing.  You  have  decided  on  the  main  headings 
for  your  outline.  As  you  are  reading  the  information  in  the  encyclopedia,  you  realize 
the  material  under  your  main  headings  could  be  broken  down  further.  For  example, 
under  “Equipment  for  Skiing,”  two  of  your  sub-headings  would  be  “Skis”  and  “Ski 
poles.”  Read  the  information  below.  Then  complete  the  sub-headings  in  the  following 
outline. 


You  will  need  three  pieces  of  equipment  for  skiing:  skis,  ski  poles,  and  ski  boots. 
Skis  do  not  need  to  be  expensive,  but  they  should  be  the  correct  length.  To  find  the 
correct  length,  stretch  your  arm  straight  above  your  head.  The  tip  of  the  ski  should 
reach  your  fingertips.  The  length  of  your  ski  poles  should  be  the  distance  from  the 
floor  to  your  underarm.  The  most  important  piece  of  equipment  is  the  ski  boot.  A 
boot  that  fits  well  should  leave  enough  room  to  move  your  toes,  but  your  heel  should 
be  held  firmly. 

There  are  two  different  skiing  methods.  The  snowplow  is  a  good  method  for  the 
beginner.  In  the  snowplow,  the  tips  of  the  skis  point  inward,  allowing  the  skier  to 
slow  down  or  stop  with  ease.  Another  method  is  traversing.  In  traversing  the  skier 
glides  across  the  hill. 

One  important  safety  rule  for  the  beginner  is  to  ski  in  control,  that  is,  ski  at  a  slow 
speed  until  you  master  the  skiing  techniques.  Another  important  rule  is  to  stay  on  the 
small  hills  until  your  instructor  feels  you  are  ready  for  the  bigger  slopes. 


I' 


I.  Equipment  for  Skiing 

A.  Skis 

B.  Ski  poles 

C . 

II.  Skiing  Methods 

A . 

B . 

III.  Safety  on  the  Slopes 

A . 

B . 


4) 
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o 


o 

Q_ 


o 

Co 


CN 

CO 

* 

_0 

<D 


60  Writing  Reports 


Theme:  "Below  32°,”  Starting  Points  in  Language 


When  you  have  decided  on  your  main  headings  and  sub-headings  in  an  outline, 
you  are  ready  to  add  the  details.  The  details  tell  more  about  the  sub-headings.  For 
example,  the  first  detail  under  the  sub-heading,  “Ski  boots,”  would  be: 

-most  important  piece  of  equipment. 

Study  the  outline  below.  Then,  using  the  report  on  page  60,  complete  the  outline  by 
adding  the  missing  sub-headings  and  details. 

I.  Equipment  for  Skiing 

A.  Skis 

1 . 

2 . 

B . 

1 . 

C.  Ski  boots 

1.  most  important  piece  of  equipment 

2 . 

II.  Skiing  Methods 

A . 

1.  good  method  for  the  beginner 

2 . 

B.  Traversing 

1 . 

III.  Safety  on  the  Slopes 
A.  Safety  rules 

1 . 

2 . 
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ONE  DOESN'T  BELONG 


You  know  that  all  the  sentences  in  a  paragraph  must  tell  something  about  the  main 
idea  of  the  paragraph.  Read  the  paragraphs  below.  The  topic  sentence  in  each  one  is 
underlined.  Cross  out  the  sentence  in  each  paragraph  that  does  not  belong.  Look 
back  at  the  topic  sentence,  and  then  add  a  sentence  that  gives  more  information 
about  the  main  idea.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 

, 

A  heavy  snowfall  can  cause  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  a  big  city.  Schools  may  have 
to  be  closed  because  the  children  cannot  walk  to  school  through  the  deep  snow. 

In  summer,  rain  often  falls.  Some  older  people  get  heart  attacks  by  shoveling  heavy 
snow  from  their  sidewalks.  Traffic  jams  occur  when  cars  get  stuck  in  the  snow. 

This  morning  my  brother  and  I  built  a  snowman.  First  we  rolled  three  snowballs  — 
two  big  ones  for  the  body  and  one  smaller  one  for  the  head.  We  put  coal  for  the  eyes 
and  mouth  and  a  carrot  for  the  nose.  Last  year  our  neighbors  made  a  giant  snow 
rabbit  in  their  front  yard. 


There  are  so  many  things  to  do  in  the  winter.  In  the  summer  I  like  to  go  camping  m 
and  swimming.  You  can  sail  on  your  skates  across  a  frozen  pond.  You  can  swoop 
down  a  steep  hill  on  a  toboggan.  You  can  ski  through  the  snowy  woods. 


Many  birds  came  to  the  bird  feeder  we  put  up  near  our  house  last  winter.  Every 

morning  two  nuthatches  were  our  regular  visitors.  A  group  of  chickadees  came 
almost  every  day.  Our  neighbor  puts  out  nuts  for  the  squirrels.  One  day  I  even  saw  a 
woodpecker  pecking  at  the  suet. 
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Lookat  the  cartoon  below  to  see  what  might  happen  if  a  skier  were  to  meet  a  very 
unusual  skier  on  the  same  slope. 


Sometimes  a  problem  can  develop  simply  because  of  different  kinds  of  people  or 
things  coming  together.  What  happened  when  the  skier  met  the  bear  in  the  cartoon 
above? 


What  might  happen  in  the  situations  below  if  the  people  or  things  met?  On  the 
lines  provided,  tell  some  of  the  things  that  might  happen. 

1.  The  Polar  Bear  Club  is  a  group  of  people  who  go  swimming  in  the  winter  by 
cutting  a  hole  in  the  ice  of  a  lake.  While  the  members  of  the  club  are  about  to  have 
their  annual  swim,  they  are  joined  by  a  real  polar  bear.  What  might  happen? 


2.  A  nature  lover  sees  some  very  large,  very  unusual  tracks  in  the  snow.  He  follows 
them  to  see  where  they  lead.  The  nature  lover  ends  up  at  the  entrance  of  a  cave  and 
decides  to  go  in.  He  has  not  noticed  a  sign  saying  “Beware  of  Snow  Monster.”  What 
might  happen? 
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9 

9 

•  • 

Read  the  six  uses  for  the  comma  listed  below. 

1.  to  separate  words  in  a  series. 

2.  between  the  name  of  a  city  and  the  name  of  a  province  or  country. 

3.  between  the  day  and  the  year  in  a  date. 

4.  to  separate  the  name  of  the  person  spoken  to  from  the  rest  of  the  sentence. 

5.  to  separate  a  direct  quotation  from  the  rest  of  the  sentence. 

Correct  the  following  sentences  by  using  the  rules  for  the  comma.  On  the  line  in 
front  of  each  sentence,  write  the  number  of  the  rule  you  used. 

.  1.  Linda  are  you  going  skiing? 

.  2.  We  moved  to  our  new  house  on  January  14  1976. 

.  3.  We  needed  shovels  coal  and  a  carrot  to  make  our  snowman. 

.  4.  “Mark”  said  the  teacher  “where  are  your  skates?” 

.  5.  My  aunt  and  uncle  live  in  Winnipeg  Manitoba. 

Write  sentences  following  the  directions  below.  Be  sure  to  use  commas  in  the  right 
places. 

1.  List  at  least  three  winter  sports  you  would  like  to  do. 


Usui 


& 


3 


9*9 


om  ill; 


2.  Tell  your  friend  to  do  something.  Call  her  or  him  by  name. 


3.  List  at  least  four  things  you  would  need  for  playing  hockey. 


4.  Tell  where  and  when  you  were  born.  Include  the  day,  the  year,  the  city,  and  the 
province. 


5.  Write  the  words  your  friend  might  use  if  he  or  she  were  asking  to  borrow  some¬ 
thing  from  you.  Use  quotation  marks. 
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Theme:  "Knights  and  Dragons/’  Starting  Points  in  Language 


You  have  learned  several  ways  to  make  your  sentences  more  descriptive,  for 
example,  alliteration  and  sound  words,  similes  and  comparisons,  and  specific  rather 
than  general  words.  Using  any  of  these  ways,  write  sentences  to  describe  the  objects 
below.  An  example  is  done  for  you. 


3.  a  knight’s  armor: 


*  4.  a  Komodo  dragon: 


5.  the  crowd  in  a  sports  arena: 
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1 .  Larry  gave  the  present  to  Hans. 

2.  JHe  gave  it  to  him. 

Read  the  two  sentences  above.  In  sentence  two,  what  word  has  been  used  to 

replace  the  noun  Larry? .  present? .  Hans?  . 

What  do  you  call  words  that  replace  nouns  in  a  sentence? . 

Read  the  following  sentences.  Then  write  the  pronoun  that  could  be  used  to 
replace  the  underlined  word  or  word  group.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 

1.  St.  George  slew  the  dragon . j’1 2 3 4 5.jfj? . 

2.  The  knight  and  the  squire  rode  merrily  through  the  forest . 

3.  The  fierce  dragon  spied  the  princess . 

4.  Teresa  and  I  built  a  medieval  castle . 

5.  “I  do  not  fear  monsters  and  dragons,’’  replied  the  knight . 

Answer  each  question  as  if  it  were  asked  of  you.  Replace  the  word  or  words  in 
brackets  with  a  pronoun.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 

1.  Did  (St.  George)  use  a  spear  to  fight  (the  dragon)? 

Yes,  he  used  a  spear  to  fight  him. 


2.  Are  (the  vassals)  attending  the  tournament? 


3.  Did  (the  princess)  toss  (her  handkerchief)  to  (the  knight)? 


4.  Will  (the  knights)  duel  for  (the  lady)? 


5.  Have  (you  and  Maria)  found  (the  helmet,  gauntlet,  and  breastplate)? 
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NOUNS 


AND 


A  pattern  is  an  idea  in  your  mind  of  the  way  you  expect  things  to  be.  Language  has 
patterns.  The  basic  framework  for  a  sentence  is  the  Noun-Verb  (N-V)  pattern,  for 
example: 


N 

Horses 

Trees 

Knights 


V 

gallop. 

grow. 

joust. 


Giants  Tigers  breathe. 

• '  -  •  '  ,  ’ 

Hawks  Lizards 

. 

■ 

NOUNS 


Build  sentences  using  the  N-V  pattern.  First  choose  a  noun  from  the  group  of 
nouns  above.  Write  it  in  the  column  marked  N.  Then  choose  a  verb  from  the  group  of 
verbs.  Write  it  in  the  column  marked  V  to  make  a  sensible  combination,  like  this: 


N 

Lizards 


V 

crawl. 


Now  write  three  silly  combinations,  like  this: 

N 

Tigers 


V 

f'X: 
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When  you  are  writing  a  paragraph  in  which  you  give  directions  for  doing  some¬ 
thing,  the  order  of  your  sentences  is  very  important.  You  must  begin  your  paragraph 
by  telling  about  the  first  step  and  end  it  by  telling  about  the  last  step. 

The  paragraph  below  tells  the  method  that  sneaky  Sir  Dangerdodger  uses  to  defeat 
a  dragon  in  battle.  But  if  you  tried  to  follow  these  directions  you  would  soon  become 
very  confused.  The  sentences  must  be  put  into  their  proper  order.  First  underline  all 
the  time  words  in  the  paragraph.  Time  words  are  words  such  as  now,  then,  after, 
next,  second,  last,  and  later.  Then  number  the  sentences  in  the  correct  order,  and 
rewrite  the  paragraph  on  the  lines  given. 

I 

How  to  Defeat  a  Dragon  in  Battle 

O  Later,  on  the  day  of  the  battle,  you  will  defeat  the  dragon  with  no  trouble  and  be 
a  hero.  O  First  you  must  send  out  your  page  to  find  the  oldest,  weakest,  most 
toothless  dragon  in  the  land.  O  Then,  in  exchange  for  the  goodies,  the  dragon  must 
agree  to  fall  over  and  play  dead  the  first  time  you  hit  him  during  the  battle.  O  After 
your  page  has  found  the  dragon,  he  must  give  the  dragon  presents  of  cake  and 
cookies,  comic  books,  and  movie  passes.  O  Next,  your  page  will  tell  the  dragon  that 
you  wish  to  have  a  battle  with  him. 
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A  grade  five  student  wrote  the  paragraph  below  about  a  trip  to  a  museum.  He 
proofread  the  paragraph  and  marked  a  few  of  the  errors.  Using  the  proofreading 
symbols  below,  finish  marking  the  errors. 

xlfv  spelling  A  insert  a  word 

P  punctuation  needed  wrong  word 

Copy  capital  letter  needed  wrong  verb  form 

A  Visit  to  the  Museum 

Ccuv  Caps.  QxpJ. 

This  summer  my  family  and  I  visited  the  royal  Ontario  museum  in  Toronto 
Because  we  had  only  too  hours  to  spend  their,  I  decided  visit  just  two  exhibits-the 
dinosors^the  armor.  There  were  many  different  kinds  armor  from  different  times  in 
history  and  from  different  contry.  I  enjoyed  looking  at  the  suits  of  armor  and  imagin¬ 
ing  the  nights  who  wore  them  into  battle  Then  I  gone  to  look  at  the  dinosaur  section, 
it  is  hard  to  beleeve  that  creature  that  big  ever  walked  around  on  this  earth.  I  hope 
that  some  day  I  can  go  back  to  see  the  other  interested  things  in  the  museum. 

Write  the  corrected  paragraph  on  the  lines  below. 
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cUsing  Quotation  °Marks 

Read  the  sentences  below.  Note  the  underlined  tag  in  each  sentence. 

“Is  it  time,’’  asked  the  dragon,  “for  the  fight  to  begin?’’ 

“Yes,’’  replied  the  page,  “it’s  exactly  two  o’clock.” 

Are  the  tags  at  the  beginning,  middle,  or  end  of  the  sentence  above? 

I 

When  a  tag  is  placed  in  the  middle  of  a  sentence,  it  breaks  the  speaker’s  words. 
This  is  called  a  broken  quotation.  The  speaker’s  words  make  up  one  sentence,  so  the 
second  group  of  words  does  not  begin  with  a  capital  letter. 

What  punctuation  is  used  after  the  first  group  of  spoken  words? . 

What  punctuation  is  used  after  the  tag  words?  .  j 

i 

The  sentences  below  contain  tag  words  in  the  middle.  Add  quotation  marks  to  each 
sentence. 

1.  Sir  Philbert,  roared  the  dragon,  is  always  late! 

2.  I’m  here,  announced  Sir  Philbert,  and  I’m  ready  for  the  battle. 

3.  Do  you  really  think,  commented  the  dragon,  that  you  will  win  this  time? 

Punctuate  the  sentences  below.  Use  the  sentences  at  the  top  of  the  page  as  a 
model. 

1.  Yes  replied  the  page  the  fight  will  begin  now 

2.  Really  cried  Sir  Philbert  the  least  you  could  do  is  breathe  some  fire 

3.  I  refuse  announced  the  dragon  to  continue  this  silly  business 


tag  words  are  in  a  different  place  in  each  sentence. 
1.  that  dragon  wouldn’t  hurt  a  flea,  cried  the  knight 


2.  now  see  here  snorted  the  dragon  i  most  certainly  do  not  have  fleas 


3.  the  pudgy  knight  shouted  ouch  this  armor  is  much  too  tight 
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Read  the  conversation  below.  How  is  a  change  of  speakers  shown? 


“Where  are  you  going,  Sir  Much- 
more?’’  asked  the  page. 

“Why,”  replied  Sir  Muchmore,  “out  to 
fight  the  dragon,  of  course.  Today  is  the 
day  of  the  big  contest.’’ 

“Oh  yes,  I  remember  now,’’  answered 
the  page.  “Do  you  think  you  will  win?” 

Sir  Muchmore  bellowed,  “Of  course! 
No  dragon  could  possibly  beat  the  Great 
and  Marvellous  Muchmore!” 


How  many  paragraphs  are  used  in  this  conversation? 


How  many  people  are  speaking  in  each  paragraph? 


Use  the  paragraph  symbol  (  )  to  show  where  paragraphs  are  needed  in  the  con¬ 
versation  below.  Remember  that  you  start  a  new  paragraph  each  time  the  speakers 
change. 


CO 


“Oh  dear,”  sighed  the  dragon,  “here  comes  that  Sir  Muchmore  again.”  “You  there,” 
cried  Sir  Muchmore,  “prepare  for  battle!”  “Are  you  really  quite  sure  you  want  to  go 
through  with  this?”  asked  the  dragon.  “Yes,”  replied  Sir  Muchmore.  “How  else  do 
you  think  I  can  pay  for  the  rentals  on  this  armor?  If  we  don’t  fight,  and  I  don’t  win, 
they’ll  take  back  the  chain  mail,  the  mace,  the  shield,  and  even  the  sword!”  The 
dragon  moaned,  “In  that  case,  would  you  go  away  if  I  gave  you  some  money?” 


Rewrite  the  conversation  below  on  a  separate  piece  of  paper.  Put  in  capitals  and 
punctuation  where  needed.  Remember  to  use  paragraphs  to  show  a  change  of  speak¬ 
ers. 


Mr.  Dragon  sighed  what  a  day.  The  dragon’s  children  asked  daddy  did  you  fight  a 
knight  today?  Yes  replied  Mr.  Dragon  and  I’m  getting  tired  of  all  these  battles.  I  wish 
those  knights  would  find  another  sport  he  added.  Mrs.  Dragon  said  come  and  have  a 
nice  coal  stew  I’ve  made  for  supper.  Daddy  begged  the  dragon’s  children  please  tell 
us  about  the  fight.  It  was  terrible  said  Mr.  Dragon.  Let  me  eat  dinner  first.  Then  I’ll  tell 
you  all  about  it. 
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When  you  organize  your  notes  for  a  report,  you  will  first  decide  on  your  main  head¬ 
ings  and  sub-headings  and  then  on  the  details  you  will  include.  Below  is  part  of  an 
outline  for  a  report.  The  main  headings  and  sub-headings  are  in  place,  but  the  details 
are  missing.  Read  the  details  below  and  list  each  under  the  correct  main  heading. 


-as  a  page,  learned  to  ride  and  handle  arms 
-his  lord  knighted  him 

-at  age  seven,  boy  became  a  page,  and  was  sent  to  the  household  of  a  knight 

—  at  age  fourteen,  boy  became  knight’s  squire  or  shield  bearer 

-although  the  fighting  knight  has  disappeared,  knighthood  is  still  a  custom  today 
-at  age  twenty,  he  might  become  a  knight 

—  in  Great  Britain  today,  a  person  who  has  been  knighted  bears  the  title  “Sir”  or 
“Dame” 

—  as  a  squire,  looked  after  knight’s  arms  and  shield 


I.  The  Training  of  a  Knight 

A.  The  page 

1 . 

2 . 

B.  The  squire 

1 . 

2 . 

C.  Becoming  a  knight 

1 . 

2 . 

D.  Knighthood  today 

1 . 

2 . 
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E 


REWRITE  an  QUTUflt 


When  you  write  an  outline  for  a  report,  it  is  important  to  put  the  details  under  the 
proper  sub-heading.  Study  the  following  outline  about  knights  of  long  ago.  Rewrite 
the  outline  so  that  each  detail  is  listed  under  the  proper  sub-heading. 


Knights  of  Long  Ago 


I.  Sport  of  the  Knights 

A.  Hunting 

1.  for  years  the  tournament  was  more  like  a  battle  than  a  sport 

2.  a  popular  indoor  game 

B.  Chess 

1.  hunting  was  the  sport  they  did  most  often 

2.  purpose  of  a  tournament  was  to  capture  an  enemy 

C.  The  tournament 

1.  knights  believed  that  hunting  deer  and  wolves  was  good  training  for  a  fight¬ 
ing  man 

2.  chess  was  popular  because  it  required  making  moves  similar  to  moves  on  a 
battlefield 

3.  in  a  tournament,  knights  were  not  supposed  to  harm  the  enemy 


CD 
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Read  the  following  sentence:  The  knight  fought  bravely. 


Circle  the  words 

tence. 

below  which  could 

be  used  instead  of  bravely 

in  the  above 

then 

here 

there 

sword 

shield 

carefully 

dangerous 

outside 

quickly 

often 

everywhere 

slowly 

The  circled  words  are  called  adverbs.  Adverbs  tell  when,  where  or  how.  Often 
adverbs  end  in  ly. 

Write  three  adverbs  from  the  above  exercise  that  end  in  ly. 


In  each  sentence  below  leave  out  the  underlined  words.  Then  change  the  word  with 
a  circle  around  it  to  an  adverb  by  adding  ly.  Write  the  new  sentence.  The  first  one  is 
done  for  you. 

1.  The  gull  soared  in  a(graceful)way  through  the  air. 

The  gull  soared  gracefully  through  the  air. 

2.  King  Midas  counted  his  money  in  a(qreedv)wav. 


3.  The  dragon  roared  ln_an(angry)way  at  the  knight. 


4.  The  knight  inched  forward  in  a(  ?rvous)way 


Rearrange  the  sentences  you  wrote  above  by  putting  the  adverb  first.  The  first  one  ^ 
is  done  for  you.  | 

c/5 

«/> 

1.  Gracefully  the  gull  soared  through  the  air.  | 

o 

i_ 

Q 


2. 


“O 

C 

o 


3  . 

4  . 
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Read  the  paragraph  below.  As  you  read,  try  to  picture  the  character  described. 


II 


Just  then  Squire  Baker  bustled  in  through  the  back  door.  The  torch  light  shone  on 
the  top  of  his  smooth,  bald  head.  His  eyes  twinkled  brightly  from  behind  his  fat,  pink 
cheeks.  A  little  brush  of  a  white  mustache  was  perched  under  his  nose.  He  brushed 
off  his  blue  cloak  and  loudly  stamped  the  snow  from  his  heavy  black  boots.  He 
beamed  a  smile  at  the  page  when  he  spied  him.  “Yes,  my  lad,  and  what  might  I  do 
for  you  this  dark,  snowy  night?’’  he  asked  cheerily. 


What  does  Squire  Baker  look  like? 


What  do  you  think  Squire  Baker  is  like?  Why? 


When  you  describe  a  character  in  a  story,  you  can  tell  about  the  character’s  face, 
build,  clothing,  and  way  of  moving  and  speaking.  Your  description  should  also  show 
what  the  person  is  like.  Giving  details  about  a  character  makes  him  or  her  come  alive 
1  for  your  readers. 

On  a  separate  piece  of  paper  write  a  description  of  the  characters  in  the  cartoons 
below.  What  details  of  their  appearance  will  you  include?  What  is  each  character 
like? 


‘"Use  rA  Pronoun 


Read  the  following  sentences.  Then  on  the  line  below  each  sentence  write  the 
pronoun  that  could  be  used  to  replace  the  underlined  word  or  word  group.  The  first 
one  is  done  as  an  example. 

1.  Papa  bear  lumbered  slowly  across  the  meadow. 

He,  it 


2.  Jasper  and  his  two  cubs  will  sleep  all  winter. 


3.  The  grizzly  killed  the  moose  and  carried  the  moose  away. 


4.  The  mother  bear  protected  her  cubs. 


5.  The  huge  animal  reared  up  on  its  hind  legs. 


Write  a  sentence  for  each  of  the  pronouns  you  wrote  in  the  above  exercise. 
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a 

Read  the  story  selection  below. 

A  whole  day  ahead  of  them  at  the  zoo!  Jan  and  Andy  were  so  excited  that  they 
didn’t  know  where  to  start  looking  first. 

On  their  way  to  the  polar  bear  area,  they  passed  the  black  bears.  The  black  bears 
lived  in  a  large  area  of  rocks  and  trees.  The  only  thing  which  separated  the  bears 
from  the  people  was  a  deep,  water-filled  moat  with  very  high,  steep  sides.  But  the 
moat  was  not  as  safe  as  the  zoo  planners  had  thought.  Suddenly  Jan  saw  a  black 
bear  climbing  out  of  the  moat.  It  shook  its  wet  fur  and  looked  with  interest  at  the 
people.  Then  it  started  lumbering  along  the  path  toward  Jan  and  Andy.  People  began 
screaming  and  running  in  all  directions. 


How  do  you  think  this  story  will  end?  A  good  story  ending  should  tie  up  all  the 
loose  ends  of  a  story.  It  should  not  leave  any  unanswered  questions  in  your  mind. 
Read  these  two  endings  for  the  story  above. 

Quickly  an  animal  keeper  who  had  been  feeding  the  coyotes  nearby  ran  over  to  the 
bear  and  grabbed  it  by  the  scruff  of  its  neck.  “Bonzo,”  she  said,  “what  are  you  doing 
here?  Let’s  get  you  back  where  you  belong.’’  Bonzo  batted  at  her  playfully  and  then 
followed  her  peacefully  back  into  the  bear  compound. 

“I  raised  Bonzo  from  a  cub  so  I  know  how  to  handle  him  when  he  misbehaves,’’ 
the  animal  keeper  explained  when  she  came  back.  What  a  story  Jan  and  Andy  would 
have  to  tell  their  friends! 

Jan  and  Andy  ran  quickly  over  to  another  section  of  the  zoo.  Here  they  saw  some 
tropical  birds.  They  also  spent  a  long  time  at  the  lion  exhibit  where  it  was  feeding 
time.  They  were  glad  to  see  their  father  when  he  came  to  pick  them  up  at  five 
o’clock.  They  told  him  all  about  their  fun  at  the  zoo. 


Which  of  the  two  endings  did  you  think  was  better?  Why? 


Write  another  ending  for  the  story.  Make  sure  that  your  ending  ties  up  all  the  loose 
ends  of  the  story. 


Writing  Stories  77 


IIIINY4 

The  verb  be  is  a  special  verb.  It  can 
example: 

Main  Verb  (present  tense) 

1 

I  am  curious. 

You  are  headstrong. 

He  js.  eager. 

We  are  busy. 

They  are  friendly. 


V  IKIES 

alone  as  the  main  verb  in  a  sentence.  For 


Main  Verb  (past  tense) 

I 

I  was  curious. 

You  were  headstrong. 
He  was  eager. 

We  were  busy. 

They  were  friendly. 


It  can  also  join  with  the  ing  form  of  another  verb.  When  it  does  this,  it  is  called  a 
helping  verb. 


Helping  Verb  Main  Verb 

\  i/ 

Lome  js.  running. 

They  are  climbing. 


The  helping  verb  shows  the  change  from  present  to  past  time. 


Present  Tense 

I 

Lome  is  running. 
They  are  climbing. 


Past  Tense 

1 

Lome  was  running. 
They  were  climbing. 


Underline  the  form  of  the  verb  be  that  is  used  in  each  sentence  below.  Write  main 
verb  on  the  line  beside  the  sentence  if  it  is  working  as  a  main  verb.  Write  helping 
verb  on  the  line  beside  the  sentence  if  it  is  working  as  a  helping  verb.  The  first  one  is 
done  for  you. 

1.  The  tourists  were  surprised  by  the  two  bear  cubs . .v.®r.~ . 

2.  The  Grizzly  Bear  is  dangerous  . 

3.  Jasper  and  his  cubs  are  hungry  for  their  breakfast . 

4.  Alphonse  was  lumbering  down  the  ladder . 

5.  Jasper  is  climbing  the  tree . 

Write  a  sentence  using  a  form  of  the  verb  be  as  a  main  verb. 


Write  a  sentence  using  a  form  of  the  verb  be  as  a  helping  verb. 
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Theme:  "Stop,  I  Can't  Bear  It!”  Starting  Points  in  Language 


The  basic  framework  for  the  sentence  is  the  Noun  — Verb  (N-V)  pattern.  However, 
sentences  can  be  made  more  interesting  by  adding  an  adjective  to  that  basic  frame¬ 
work. 


Build  sentences  by  choosing  from  the  groups  below.  First  choose  the  noun  and 
verb,  the  basic  framework  for  the  sentence.  Write  these  in  the  columns  marked  N. 
and  V.  respectively.  Next  put  an  adjective  in  front  of  each  noun.  The  first  one  is 
completed  for  you. 


Green 

cubs 

eat. 

Hungry 

flowers 

roar. 

Little 

lions 

bloom. 

Young 

bears 

grow. 

Fierce 

monkeys 

play. 

Beautiful 

trees 

chatter. 

Adjectives 

Nouns 

Verbs 

Adj. 

N. 

V. 

Hungry 

bears 

eat. 
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Bill  found  some  material  for  a  report  on  bears.  He  took  notes  on  the  material 
before  he  used  it  in  his  report.  Read  the  sentences  below.  Compare  the  information 
Bill  read  in  the  encyclopedia,  or  text,  to  the  notes  he  took. 


about  BEAU 

/A.  ^/»i  , 


Information  in  Text 

When  bears  walk,  their  heels  touch  the 
ground,  just  as  ours  do. 

The  prints  of  their  hind  feet  are  remarka¬ 
bly  like  those  of  a  huge,  flat-footed 
human  being. 

Bears  ordinarily  move  at  a  lumbering 
walk,  but  in  an  emergency  they  can 
gallop  along  at  close  to  fifty  kilometres 
per  hour. 


Notes  Taken 

—  heels  touch  ground  when  walking 

t  ;■  Sj: 

—  footprints  like  flat-footed  human 


—  usually  walk  slowly,  can  gallop  up  to 
50  km/h 


Are  Bill’s  notes  written  in  complete  sentences? 


Bill  used  some  of  the  words  from  the  text  in  his  notes.  Notice  that  he  used  only  the 
key,  important  words  and  kept  his  notes  as  short  as  possible.  Underline  the  words  in 
the  text  above  that  he  used  in  his  notes.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 


The  words  you  underlined  in  the  above  exercise  are  called  key  words.  Underline  the 
key  words  in  the  following  sentences.  Then,  on  the  lines  below  each  sentence,  use 
those  key  words  to  make  notes  on  the  information. 


1.  The  bear’s  winter-long  sleep  is  not  a  true  hibernation  because,  unlike  a  hibernat¬ 
ing  animal,  he  breathes  four  or  five  times  a  minute. 

.  CO 

0) 


2.  Cubs  remain  in  the  den  with  their  mother  until  April,  and  then,  covered  with  their 
coats  of  woolly  hair,  they  come  out  into  the  woods. 


3.  If  the  mother  bear  senses  danger,  she  sends  her  cubs  up  a  tree. 
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TAKING 


Suppose  you  have  read  the  following  paragraphs  in  a  book  or  encyclopedia.  You 
want  to  use  the  information  for  a  report  you  are  doing  on  bears.  Underline  the  key 
words  in  each  paragraph,  and  then  write  the  notes  you  would  take  using  these  key 
words  and  words  of  your  own.  The  first  one  is  done  as  an  example. 


The  cinnamon  bear  is  a  variation  of  the  black  bear.  People  once  believed  the  cin¬ 
namon  bear  was  as  fierce  as  the  grizzly.  But  science  has  proved  that  the  cinnamon 
bear  is  really  a  shy,  harmless  animal. 


-cinnamon  bear  related  to  black  bear 

—  believed  to  be  fierce  as  grizzly 

—  really  shy  and  harmless 


Koala  bears  live  in  Australia  in  eucalyptus  trees.  The  mother  koala  carries  the  baby 
koala  bears  in  a  pouch  when  they  are  first  born.  When  they  are  bigger,  the  mother 
koala  carries  them  on  her  back. 


The  Alaskan  brown  bear  is  the  largest  member  of  the  bear  family,  reaching  a  height 
of  270  cm  when  standing  on  his  hind  legs.  He  feeds  almost  entirely  on  fish,  but  also 
digs  for  roots  and  bulbs.  The  Alaskan  brown  bear  may  also  burrow  in  the  ground  for 
squirrels  and  other  small  animals. 


The  bear’s  clumsiness  and  slowness  of  movement  have  led  to  the  belief  that  bears 
are  stupid.  Old  folk  tales  often  show  the  bear  to  be  the  target  of  jokes  played  by 
other  animals.  Zookeepers,  however,  are  quick  to  point  out  that  bears  are  among  the 
smartest  animals  they  have  to  deal  with.  Many  stories  are  told  of  the  clever  methods 
bears  have  invented  for  getting  out  of  cages. 
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using  tfi&  comma 

Read  the  pairs  of  sentences  below. 


1.  a)  The  bear  growled  loudly.  I  was  frightened. 

b)  The  bear  growled  loudly,  and  I  was  frightened. 

2.  a)  The  polar  bear  ran  quickly  across  the  ice.  The  seal  escaped. 

b)  The  polar  bear  ran  quickly  across  the  ice,  but  the  seal  escaped. 

Words  such  as  and,  but,  or  can  be  used  to  combine  sentences.  The  comma  is  used 
to  separate  the  parts  of  the  combined  sentence.  Is  the  comma  placed  before  or  after 

the  words  and,  but  or?  . . 

Carefully  read  the  sentences  below.  Place  a  comma  where  it  is  needed  in  each  sen¬ 
tence.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 

1.  The  bear  in  this  cage  is  asleep,  but  the  bear  in  that  cage  is  wide  awake. 

2.  The  zoo  was  full  of  strange  sounds  and  we  wondered  what  they  were. 

3.  You  may  go  to  visit  the  bears  or  you  may  see  the  snake  house. 

4.  The  mother  bear  cuffed  her  cub  but  he  would  not  settle  down. 

5.  Do  not  feed  the  bears  and  do  not  climb  up  onto  the  railing. 

Combine  the  following  sentence  pairs  using  and,  but,  or.  Place  commas  where  they 
belong. 

1.  Our  class  did  a  report  on  bears.  I  chose  the  topic,  ‘‘Grizzly  Bears.” 


2.  The  tourists  watched  the  bears.  The  bears  ignored  the  tourists. 


3.  The  bear  might  hide  in  the  woods.  He  might  hide  at  the  dump. 


4.  Write  a  title  for  this  picture.  Tell  a  bear  story  about  the  picture. 


82  Punctuation 


Theme:  "Stop,  I  Can't  Bear  It!”  Starting  Points  in  Language 


The  bear’s  growl  was  like  the  snarling  of  The  cub’s  fur  was  as  soft  as  dandelion  fluff, 
a  hundred  angry  dogs. 

What  two  things  are  compared  in  the  first  sentence?  . 

What  two  things  are  compared  in  the  second  sentence?  . 

What  are  comparisons  using  the  words  like  or  as  called?  . 

Similes  are  comparisons  that  help  a  writer  to  create  a  clear  word  picture  in  the 
mind  of  the  reader.  Complete  the  following  similes. 

1.  The  polar  bear  moved  like  . 

2.  The  autumn  woods  were  as . 

3.  The  raindrops  on  the  tin  roof  sounded  like  . 

4.  The  hockey  player  raced  across  the  ice  as . 

5.  The  frightened  hunter  looked  like  . 

Write  a  sentence  containing  a  simile  about  the  following: 

1.  some  bear  cubs  . 


2.  your  room 


3.  a  bear  at  the  zoo 
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oeu  to  ll  h 


Choose  one  of  the  topics  below,  and  write  a  paragraph  in  which  you  give  direc¬ 
tions.  Be  sure  to  use  time  words  and  to  tell  things  in  the  right  order.  Read  the  list  of 
time  words  below  before  you  begin  to  write  your  paragraph. 

Time  Words 


first 

then 

last 

after 

second 

next 

finally 

later 

third 

soon 

at  last 

now 

1.  Explain  how  to  wash  the  dishes. 

! 

2.  Write  instructions  explaining  the  correct  way  to  brush  your  teeth. 

i 

)l 

3.  Give  directions  for  cleaning  out  a  bear’s  cage. 

|| 

4.  Write  instructions  telling  how  to  teach  an  elephant  to  walk. 

. 

I 


I 
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USING — 

id  >  TM 


Commas  are  used  after  the  words  yes  and  no  in  an  answer.  Read  the  examples 
below. 


Yes,  I  went  to  the  party. 

No,  Margaret  was  not  there. 

Write  sentences  to  answer  the  following  questions.  Begin  each  sentence  with  the 
word  yes  or  no.  Punctuate  your  sentences  correctly. 

1.  Do  you  know  who  Zeus  is? 


2.  Do  you  like  reading  legends? 


3.  Do  you  know  what  makes  thunder? 


4.  Would  you  like  to  know  how  to  fly? 


5.  Do  you  think  that  people  could  fly  using  feather  wings? 


Insert  commas  where  they  are  needed  in  the  sentences  below. 

1.  Athena  Hera  Artemis  and  Aphrodite  were  Greek  goddesses. 

2.  Yes  Zeus  was  king  of  the  Greek  gods. 

3.  “Halcyone  I  am  leaving  now”  said  Ceyx. 

4.  We  visited  Athens  Greece  on  June  14  1975. 

5.  Prometheus  suffered  many  tortures  but  he  did  not  ask  for  mercy. 

6.  ‘‘Yes  I  will  help  you”  answered  Diana. 

7.  Weather  health  and  the  harvest  were  important  to  the  ancient  Greeks. 
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HELPING  VERBS 

[g  la  la  Da  B  Is  E  la  la  E  la  E  la  E  E  E  E  E  E  E  la  E  E  E  E  E  la  E  la  E  E  la  E  E  E  [a  Is 

The  verb  have  is  a  special  verb.  It  can  work  alone  as  the  main  verb  in  a  sentence. 
For  example: 

Main  Verb 

Tracey  has  a  book  about  myths. 

Zeus  had  twin  daughters. 

They  have  a  home  in  Greece. 

It  can  also  join  with  another  verb.  When  it  does  this,  it  is  called  a  helping  verb. 

>  V  ,  "V5.  >  r  /  ..  „  ‘  %  f  s  ""Ty  *  Kaffirs*  ^  X  'T'-Tp''™?  s'rjt  |||||  '~y"yp^i<  ~''p* 

Helping  Verb  Main  Verb 

\  ^  I 

Peter  has  finished. 

Angela  had  eaten. 

The  girls  have  grown. 

Study  the  list  of  irregular  verbs  on  page  59.  Now  read  a  similar  list  below.  Notice 
the  form  of  each  verb  that  goes  with  has,  had  or  have. 


Present  Tense 

Past  Tense 

Past  Tense  with  Has,  Had,  or  Have 

begin 

began 

(has,  had,  or  have)  begun 

choose 

chose 

(has,  had,  or  have)  chosen 

fly 

flew 

(has,  had,  or  have)  flown 

give 

gave 

(has,  had,  or  have)  given 

steal 

stole 

(has,  had,  or  have)  stolen 

write 

wrote 

(has,  had,  or  have)  written 

Complete  the  following  sentences  using  the  form  of  the  verb  indicated  in  brackets. 

a 

o 

c 

1.  According  to  Greek  legend,  day . when  Apollo  guided  the  = 

sun  across  the  sky.  (begin,  past  tense) 

2.  Paula  has . an  interesting  story  about  Hera,  the  queen  of 

the  gods,  (write,  past  tense) 

3.  When  Midas  was  given  a  wish,  he . the  power  of  the  magic 

touch,  (choose,  past  tense) 

4.  Daedalus  and  Icarus  have . out  of  prison  on  wings  made  of 

feathers  and  wax.  (fly,  past  tense) 

5.  Prometheus  had  .  fire  from  the  gods,  and  had 

. it  to  man.  (steal,  past  tense;  give,  past  tense) 
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Adverbs  are  words  which  modify  a  verb  by  telling  where,  when,  or  how.  These  mod¬ 
ifiers  may  be  single  words  or  they  may  be  groups  of  words,  called  phrases.  Read  the 
following  examples.  In  each  example,  the  verb  being  modified  is  circled. 


Adverb  Phrase 

Zeus(isj hurl ing) his  thunderbolt  through  the  air. 

Adverb  Phrase 

In  the  evening  Halcyone(bumed) incense  to  Hera. 

Adverb  Phrase 

I 

Athena(carried)the  owl  with  great  care. 

Underline  the  adverb  phrase  in  each  sentence  below.  Then  in  brackets  indicate 
whether  the  phrase  tells  where,  when,  or  how.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 

1.  Over  her  shoulder  Artemis  carried  a  guiver  of  arrows,  (where) 

2.  Halcyone  stood  on  top  of  a  cliff . 

3.  In  the  morning  Hypnos  is  sleepy . 

4.  Daedalus  made  some  wings  with  feathers  and  wax . 

Write  four  sentences  containing  the  following  adverb  phrases:  into  the  room,  during 
the  storm,  after  dark,  with  all  his  might. 
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ft  Making  Antonyms  ft 

Sometimes  simply  by  removing,  adding,  or  changing  a  suffix  or  prefix  of  a  word 
you  can  make  its  antonym.  For  example,  if  you  add  the  prefix  in-  to  the  word  sincere, 
you  get  its  antonym  insincere.  If  you  change  the  suffix  of  the  word  hopeful  to  -less 
you  get  its  antonym  hopeless. 

Look  at  the  underlined  words  in  the  sentences  below.  Each  word  can  be  changed 
to  its  antonym  by  removing,  adding,  or  changing  a  suffix  or  prefix.  Use  the  suffixes 
and  prefixes  listed  below.  Then  write  a  sentence  using  the  antonym  you  made.  The 


first  one  is  done  for  you. 

Suffixes 

Prefixes 

i 

J 

i 

-less 

un- 

in- 

1 

non- 

-ful 

dis- 

im- 

il- 

1.  The  people  were  careful  not  to  make  a  sound  as  they  spied  on  King  Midas, 
careless  — The  careless  child  left  the  roller  skates  on  the  sidewalk. 

2.  Prometheus  tried  to  be  very  helpful  to  others. 


3.  It  is  impolite  to  disturb  Zeus  when  he  is  hurling  thunderbolts. 


4.  The  wax  wings  were  useful  to  Icarus  when  he  tried  to  fly. 


5.  Suddenly  Zeus  appeared  out  of  nowhere! 


6.  Is  having  “the  Midas  touch”  illegal? 


7.  Midas  learned  an  important  lesson. 


8.  He  behaved  well  when  he  was  introduced  to  Zeus. 
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z.eus  is  nurimg  ms  munaerDun,  jiurimy  roims  m  Lunyuuyc 


Use  the  present  tense  of  each  of  the  following  verbs  in  a  sentence.  For  example, 
ride  Each  day  Apollo  rides  across  the  sky  in  his  chariot. 

break  . 

do  . 

sit  . 

take  . 

grow  . 


Rewrite  each  sentence  you  wrote  above,  changing  the  verb  to  the  past  tense.  For 
example, 

Each  day  Apollo  rode  across  the  sky  in  his  chariot. 


0) 

E 

<D 
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When  you  have  written  your  topic  sentence  and  added  supporting  details  to  your 
paragraph  plan,  you  are  ready  to  write  the  paragraph.  Read  the  paragraph  plan 
below,  and  the  paragraph  written  from  the  plan. 


Topic  Sentence:  Greek  myths  tell  us  a  great  deal  about  the  early  Greeks. 


Supporting  details:  1.  how  they  thought  the  world  was  created 

2.  how  they  explained  things  in  nature 

3.  their  manners  and  customs 

4.  their  great  love  of  storytelling 

Greek  myths  tell  us  a  great  deal  about  the  early  Greeks.  Their  myths  tell  us  how 
they  thought  the  world  was  created.  We  learn  how  they  used  myths  to  explain  things 
in  nature.  We  learn  about  their  manners  and  customs.  The  myths  of  the  Greeks  show 
us  their  great  love  of  storytelling. 


Where  does  the  topic  sentence  come  in  the  paragraph?  . 

How  many  supporting  details  were  in  the  plan?  Compare  this  number  to  the  number 

of  sentences  in  the  paragraph . 

Making  a  plan  helps  you  to  see  if  your  details  really  do  support  your  topic  sen¬ 
tence.  How  else  does  a  plan  help? 

Write  a  paragraph  from  the  plan  below. 

Topic  Sentence:  Zeus  was  the  most  powerful  of  the  Greek  gods. 


Supporting  details: 


1.  ruled  gods  and  men 

2.  made  rain  and  thunderbolts 

3.  God  of  Justice  and  God  of  Oaths  and  Hospitality 
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Iheme:  Leus  is  nurimg  rtis  i  nuncierooir,  orarrmg  romrs  m  Language 


If  you  want  the  characters  in  your  stories  to  come  to  life,  you  must  write  clear  and 
lively  word  pictures  of  them.  Compare  these  two  descriptions  of  a  king  named  Midas. 

1.  King  Midas  was  greedy. 

2.  King  Midas  was  a  man  who  loved  money  more  than  almost  anything  else  in  the 
world.  He  would  sit  around  all  day  counting  his  gold  coins.  He  and  his  family  wore 
rags  because  he  did  not  want  to  spend  money  for  fine  clothing.  Even  his  servants 
complained  because  they  were  so  poorly  paid  for  the  work  they  did  around  the 
palace. 

Both  descriptions  tell  you  that  King  Midas  was  a  greedy  man.  However,  the  second 
description  tells  about  some  of  the  things  he  did  which  show  that  he  was  greedy. 

Below  are  descriptions  of  three  people.  Rewrite  each  description  in  a  more  interest¬ 
ing  way.  Tell  something  about  how  each  person  acts. 

1.  Alfie  was  a  very  curious  boy. 


2.  Mrs.  Allen  was  always  kind  to  everyone. 


3.  Everyone  in  the  neighborhood  could  tell  you  that  Jenny  was  mischievous. 
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Suppose  you  are  writing  a  report  called  “Life  in  Early  Greece.”  You  have  read  some 
books  and  have  started  the  outline  below.  Then  you  find  the  following  information  in 
an  encyclopedia  and  wish  to  include  it  in  your  outline.  Complete  the  outline,  using 
the  information  in  the  article  below. 


Homes  in  Ancient  Greece.  In  the  cities  of  early  Greece,  homes  were  made  of  sun- 
dried  brick  or  stone  and  were  built  around  a  courtyard.  The  houses  usually  had  a 
long  hall  on  one  side,  and  smaller  rooms  opening  onto  the  courtyard  on  the  other 
side.  In  winter  the  Greeks  burned  charcoal  to  heat  their  homes. 

Homes  in  the  country  were  also  made  of  stone  or  brick,  but  were  smaller  than 
homes  in  the  city.  Farmers  built  stone  walls  around  their  farmyards,  and  stone  sheds 
for  their  animals. 


Life  in  Early  Greece 


I.  Homes 


A. 


Ci  t 


a 


1.  /ftk  .oL  .AW 3.:  ,/X\4'.d .  few£.!?...0v.  .cstp? . . 

\J 


2.  .  CL.  .  .  . 


4.  .%\  .  M  x  C\ .  .C 

b.  .(W  . 

1.  . . . 


2.  . . . . . . 

3 . ;  .  .v.  ......  .  . . 


II.  Food 


A.  Morning  meal 

1.  dish  of  beans  or  peas  and  a  raw  onion 

B.  Evening  meal 

1.  bread,  cheese,  figs,  olives,  and  fish  or  meat 

III.  Clothing 
A.  Tunic 

1.  both  men  and  women  wore  tunics 

2.  made  of  wool 

3.  brown  tunics  for  work,  white  tunics  for  special  occasions 
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Sabrina  is  doing  a  report  on  weather.  She  found  this  information  about  lightning 
and  thunder  in  an  encyclopedia.  Below  it  you  will  see  a  section  of  the  outline  for  her 
report.  Sabrina  made  some  mistakes  in  the  part  of  the  outline  called  “Lightning  and 
Thunder.’’  What  mistakes  did  she  make?  Rewrite  that  section  of  her  outline  on  a  sep¬ 
arate  piece  of  paper. 


Lightning  and  Thunder 

What  is  lightning?  It  is  a  giant  spark  of  electricity  formed  in  a  cloud.  Except  in  size, 
lightning  is  very  much  like  the  spark  you  get  when  you  touch  something  metal  after 
shuffling  across  a  carpet.  Both  of  these  are  caused  by  “friction.’’ 

The  path  of  a  lightning  bolt  is  usually  the  shortest  path  between  the  cloud  and 
objects  on  the  ground.  That  is  why  lightning  often  strikes  tall  buildings,  a  tree  stand¬ 
ing  alone  in  a  field,  and  other  high  objects.  However,  if  the  building  has  a  steel 
frame,  no  harm  comes  to  the  building  or  the  people  inside  it.  This  is  because  electric¬ 
ity  will  flow  through  steel. 

What  is  thunder?  The  temperature  of  a  bolt  of  lightning  is  extremely  high.  This 
tremendous  heat  causes  the  air  to  move  out  from  the  lightning  bolt  in  all  directions. 
The  sound  of  the  violent  movement  of  the  air  is  thunder.  Since  light  travels  faster 
than  sound,  you  can  see  lightning  at  the  time  it  strikes,  but  the  sound  of  the  thunder 
reaches  your  ears  a  few  seconds  later. 


II.  Lightning  and  Thunder 


A.  What  lightning  is 

1.  follows  shortest  p^th  from  cloud  to  ground 

•  -x  "he  violent,m6vement  is  thunder 


2.  the  soun 


..can 


PF  C\&\  -Cn 


3.  if  building  has’steel  frame,  no'  haritf'/s  d  one 
B.  The  path  of  a  lightning  bolt 


•  > v 

s  a 


W&lrteii^ri^n  <glciou£ 


1.  lightning  ^  ..  , - - 

2.  see%g  htfirijg  first,  hear" thunder  later 

3.  heat  causes  air  to'rMve  away  from  the  lightning  bolt 


Ouncf 


C.  Thunder  ,  _ 

1.  like  shock 

2  l'.^oo.oa 


"CLO-SlC 


~~  Q-'ijr  fo  YYvov/e  qwjO/  4Va>v\.  oo  H 

ypu  get  after  crossing  carpet  -  ,» 

-ounu  oT  air  imox/mb  us  aoTsif  o-¥  ak n  a c{/zr 

.  caused  by  Taction  i  , A 

;  -  '*  l  Lm  r  f  Y5 I  .  W  v  flc  1  .  .  , 

.  strikes  tall  buildings/  trees!,  high  objects 


Early  Attempts  at  Rainmaking 


A.  Rain  dances 

1.  early  peoples  danced,  hoping  to  make  rain 

2.  sometimes  rain  fell 

3.  impossible  to  prove  that  dances  cause  rain 

B.  Cannon  fire 

1.  in  1 700’s  people  believed  cannon  fire  brought  rain 
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Make  new  sentences  by  replacing  the  underlined  words  in  the  following  sentence. 
Halcyone  saw  the  ghost  of  Ceyx. 


Choose  words  from  your  lists  to  make  combinations,  as  you  did  on  page  51. 


In  each  of  the  following  sentences,  choose  three  words  to  replace.  Underline  the 
words  you  choose.  Then  replace  the  words  you  underlined. 

1.  Prometheus  broke  the  law  of  the  gods. 


2.  Apollo  guided  his  chariot  across  the  sky. 


3.  Daedalus  made  some  wings  from  feathers  and  wax. 
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The  first  part  of  the  story  below  has  been  proofread  for  errors.  These  are  the 
proofreading  marks  used  to  correct  the  errors: 


hapy-incorrect  spelling 
<Jf  —indent  for  paragraph 


Cap / 

zeus  — use  a  capital  letter 
A  —insert  a  word  or  punctuation 


Read  the  story,  noting  the  proofreading  marks  used  to  correct  the  errors.  Then 
finish  proofreading  the  story  using  these  marks. 


How  the  Beaver  Got  His  Flat  Tail 

dps. 

<fl  Long  ago  in  the  great  woods  lived  Beaver.  He  was  the  begining  of  the  great  beaver 

dps 

family  you  can  find  in  the  woods  today.  Beaver  had  tryed  living  in  a  cave^He  had  tried 

Caps. 

living  in  a  tree  and  a  hole  too.  but  he  was  not  happy  in  any  of  these  places.  So 
Beaver  decided  to  build  himself  a  house  off  twigs  and  branches.  He  asked  his  friend, 
Moose,  to  push  down  trees  for  him  but  Moose  refused. 

■  ip 

So  Beaver  set  to  work  cuting  down  trees.  He  cut  down  many  trees  and  made  them 


into  a  home  for  himself  in  riverAHe  worked  hard 


S&, 


3  Cc\0 

his  home  was  almost  done,  he 


needed  just  one  more  good-sized  tree.  He  carefully  choose  his  last  tree  and  began  to 

gnaw  it  through  .Suddenly  a  noise.  As  he  turned  around  to  see  what  it  was  the  tree 

Cojp 

feel  on  his  tail  and  smashed  it  flat,  to  this  day  all  beavers  have  flat  tails. 


Rewrite  the  story  on  a  separate  piece  of  paper,  making  the  changes. 
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Carlos  will  write  a  poem  about  a  monster.  He  will  be  working  in  the  library. 


Notice  that  the  helping  verbs  will  and  will  be  are  used  with  the  verbs,  and  the  verbs 
tell  us  that  the  action  will  take  place  some  time  later.  This  is  called  future  time,  or 
future  tense. 


Write  sentences  using  the  future  tense  of  the  following  verbs.  You  will  need  to  use 
will  or  will  be  with  each  verb. 


see  . 

follow . . 

run  . 

dive . 

Sometimes  other  words  in  the  sentence  work  with  the  verb  to  show  time.  Read  the 
following  examples. 

1.  We  are  learning  about  the  giant  Sasquatch  today.  (Present  time) 

2.  Last  week  we  discussed  the  Loch  Ness  Monster.  (Past  time) 

3.  Tomorrow  we  will  study  the  Abominable  Snowman.  (Future  time) 

In  the  space  following  each  sentence  below,  tell  whether  the  verb  shows  present, 
past  or  future  time.  Underline  the  words  that  work  with  the  verbs  to  show  time. 

1.  Last  month  three  sightings  of  the  Sasquatch  were  reported . 

2.  Today  some  people  believe  in  unicorns . 

3.  Nessie  will  come  up  from  the  water  next  Monday . 

4.  Right  now  I’m  doing  a  project  on  The  Abominable  Snowman . 

5.  Five  days  ago  the  Sasquatch  swallowed  a  tin  of  snuff . 
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^PARAGRAPH  SENSE 

Read  the  following  paragraph.  Are  the  sentences  in  order?  Are  there  any  that  do 
not  belong? 

A  large,  hairy  Sasquatch  carried  him  to  a  camp  where  several  more  Sasquatches 
lived.  The  Sasquatches  did  not  hurt  Mr.  Ostman,  but  they  would  not  let  him  leave.  In 
1924  Albert  Ostman  was  kidnapped  by  a  Sasquatch  in  a  British  Columbia  forest.  Har¬ 
rison  Lake  is  in  British  Columbia.  Finally  Mr.  Ostman  was  able  to  escape  back  to  civi¬ 
lization. 

Read  the  paragraphs  below  carefully.  Cross  out  any  sentences  that  do  not  tell 
about  the  main  idea  of  each  paragraph.  Then  rewrite  the  paragraph,  changing  the 
order  of  the  sentences  to  improve  it. 

People  claim  to  have  seen  it  wandering  around  the  mountains.  Sir  Edmund  Hillary 
was  the  first  man  to  climb  Mount  Everest.  Many  people  in  the  Himalaya  Mountains 
believe  in  the  Abominable  Snowman.  Large  footprints  which  are  said  to  have  been 
made  by  the  snowman  have  also  been  found. 


CO 


I  don’t  think  it  was  my  imagination,  do  you?  My  family  and  I  were  looking  out  over 
the  loch  while  a  guide  was  telling  us  about  the  monster  sightings.  When  I  visited 
Loch  Ness  last  summer,  I  think  I  caught  a  glimpse  of  the  Loch  Ness  Monster.  I  like 


water-skiing  on  the  lake  near  our  cottage.  Suddenly  I  saw  a  dark  shape  come  near 
the  surface  of  the  water  near  the  shore.  I  pointed  at  it  and  yelled  to  the  others  but  it 


had  already  disappeared. 
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3*  K 

SHOU 


Read  these  sentence  pairs.  Underline  the  sentence  in  each  pair  that  you  think  is 
more  descriptive. 


The  Sasquatch  went  down  the  hill. 

The  Sasquatch  galloped  down  the  hill. 


When  he  was  captured,  the  Abominable  Snowman  called  out  his  anger. 
When  he  was  captured,  the  Abominable  Snowman  bellowed  out  his  anger. 


You  probably  underlined  the  second  sentence  in  each  pair.  Words  like  bellowed 
and  galloped  are  more  colorful  and  interesting  than  called  and  went.  You  can 
improve  your  paragraphs  and  stories  by  substituting  precise,  colorful  words  for  dull, 
ordinary  ones. 

Read  the  sentences  below.  Then  complete  each  sentence  using  one  of  the  words 
from  the  list  on  the  left.  Choose  the  word  that  you  think  is  the  most  colorful  for  each 
sentence.  You  may  have  to  add  endings  to  some  of  the  words  to  make  them  fit  into 
the  sentences.  The  first  two  are  done  for  you. 


A. 

growl 

bellow 

whisper 

shout 

mutter 

talk 


1.  "Quiet,  I  think  he’s  coming,” . .wh!*Pered . Pierre. 

2.  The  giant  . bellowed .  with  pain  when  the  boulder  hit  him. 


3.  “Your  money  or  your  life!’’ . the  pirate. 

4.  Everyone  in  the  crowd  began  to .  angrily 

when  the  concert  was  canceled. 


B. 

dart 

lumber 

run 

zip 

dash 

jog 

gallop 


C. 

peck 

gnaw 

nibble 

devour 

gobble 

eat 

consume 


1.  Our  neighbor . 2  km  every  morning. 

2.  The  huge  bear . clumsily  across  the  road. 

3.  The  squirrel . in  and  out  of  the  house. 

4.  The  mouse  quickly . away  from  the  cat. 


1.  The  hungry  dog . his  dinner  quickly. 

2.  The  baby . . his  cereal  contentedly. 

3.  Because  she  ate  two  chocolate  bars,  Angelina  just 
. at  her  supper. 


4.  The  bird . daintily  at  her  dinner. 
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around  the  corner. 


D. 

watch 

glance 

peek 

peer 

glare 

view 

gaze 


1.  Jack 

2.  When  the  days  became  sunny,  Jason  would 
longingly  out  of  the  window. 


3.  The  Sasquatch . . .  angrily  at  the  two  boys. 

4.  Without  a .  in  her  direction,  Marjorie  ran 


into  the  house. 


E. 

1.  Big  Seymour  broke  down  and  . . 

blubber 

cry 

2.  The  baby . 

.  when  it  was  put  to  bed. 

weep 

whine 

3.  1  noticed  Nessie . 

.  quietly  to  herself  after 

whimper 

the  reporters  made  fun  of  her. 

-■ .  «  v.  W 

howl 

wail 

4.  “Oh,  please  let  me  go!” . 

. Andrew. 

F. 

chuckle 

guffaw 

giggle 

snicker 

laugh 

howl 


1.  Yolanda .  when  she  saw  the  group  had 

been  frightened  by  the  rubber  spider. 

2.  Everyone  in  the  auditorium .  at  the  clown. 

3.  I .  every  time  I  think  about  that  joke. 

4.  We .  at  the  monkey  in  the  zoo. 


G. 

1. 

1  bought  a . 

. radio  to  carry  around. 

wee 

small 

2. 

All  of  the  trees  near  the  volcano  were . 

pocket-sized 

stunted 

3. 

Although  he  was . 

.  when  we  first  got 

him, 

microscopic 

Leon  is  now  a  large  dog. 

runty 

miniature 

4. 

A  . 

mushroom. 

man  stepped  out  from  behind 

the 

j  H. 

1 .  Why  did  you . 

. that  prize  out  of  my  hand? 

°  take 

|  tear 

2.  The  victorious  pirates . 

. the  ship. 

-c  grab 

=  seize 

3.  She  was  able  to . 

.  onto  a  tree  branch  and 

J  clasp 

hang  there  until  rescued. 

1  grip 

1  catch 

4.  Gratefully  the  mayor . 

.  the  hero’s  hand. 
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the  problem 


Many  stories  have  been  written  about  problems  between  people.  The  cartoon  below 
gave  Sylvia  an  idea  for  a  story.  First  she  decided  what  the  problem  situation  in  her 
story  would  be.  Then  she  made  up  a  solution  to  this  problem.  A  solution  is  a  way  of 


problem:  The  boy  wants  to  keep  the  cat 
but  his  father  won’t  let  him. 

solution:  The  boy  agrees  to  take  care  of 
the  cat.  He  gets  a  paper  route 
to  pay  for  the  cat’s  food. 

problem: . 


solution: 


problem: 


solution: 


co 
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With 

Adjectives  are  modifiers  which  can  be  added  to  basic  sentences  to  make  them 
more  interesting.  These  modifiers  may  be  single  words,  or  they  may  be  word  groups 
called  phrases.  Read  the  examples  below.  Notice  the  adjectives  and  the  adjective 
phrases. 

adjective 

1 

1.  He  saw  a  gigantic  monster. 

adjective  phrase 

I 

2.  The  creature  with  green  eyes  crept  forward. 

adjective  adjective  phrase 

I  I 

3.  The  sharp  claws  of  the  Sasguatch  scratched  the  tree. 


Circle  the  adjectives  and  underline  the  adjective  phrases  in  the  sentences  below. 

1.  We  saw  the  huge  monster. 

2.  Its  wet,  glistening  body  emerged. 

3.  It  had  black,  shiny  skin  with  grey  markings. 

4.  The  hungry  monster  in  front  of  us  nibbled  the  fresh,  green  seaweed. 

Write  two  sentences  containing  the  following  adjective  phrases. 

of  the  monster  . 


with  hairy  toes 


Sentence  Building  101 


‘‘Do  you  believe  in  the  existence  of  the  Loch  Ness  Monster?’’ 

When  a  grade  five  student  was  asked  this  question,  she  wrote  the  paragraph  below 
as  an  answer. 


I  think  that  the  Loch  Ness  Monster  really  exists.  There  have  been  reports  of  sight¬ 
ings  of  a  strange  creature  in  the  loch  for  hundreds  of  years.  In  this  century  many 
people  have  said  that  they  have  seen  the  monster,  and  their  reports  have  been  written 
about  in  many  books  and  articles.  Some  people  have  even  taken  pictures  of  the  crea¬ 
ture.  I  also  believe  in  Nessie  just  because  I  like  to  think  that  there  are  still  strange, 
mysterious  creatures  living  in  the  world  today. 


What  is  her  opinion  about  the  existence  of  the  Loch  Ness  Monster? 


Add  several  sentences  to  support  the  opinion  given  in  the  paragraph  below. 

I  think  that  watching  T.V.  is  good  for  children.  T.V.  shows  them  faraway  places  and 
people.  T.V.  lets  them  see  the  news  while  it  is  happening. 


Choose  one  of  the  questions  below  and  write  an  opinion  paragraph  answering  it. 
Tell  your  opinion  in  the  first  sentence  of  your  paragraph.  Give  the  reasons  why  you 
have  that  opinion  in  the  remaining  sentences  of  the  paragraph. 

Do  you  believe  in  ghosts? 

Should  children  your  age  have  regular  jobs  to  do  around  the  house? 

Would  you  like  to  be  the  only  child  in  a  family? 
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Imagine  that  the  Loch  Ness  Monster  surfaced  on  the  loch  in  front  of  a  group  of 
tourists.  Below  are  some  of  the  comments  made  after  the  event. 

‘‘Boy,  was  that  ever  exciting!  Imagine,  I  actually  saw  the  monster!  Will  I  have  a  story 
for  my  friends  when  I  get  home!”-boy,  11  years  old 

“What  a  horrible  experience!  I  was  frightened  to  death  when  I  saw  that  strange  crea¬ 
ture  come  out  of  the  water.”  — nervous  tourist 

“This  is  the  most  fantastic  thing  that  ever  happened  to  me.  For  years  I’ve  been 
coming  to  the  loch  looking  for  a  good  story,  and  today  it  finally  happened!  I’Ll  have  a 
great  scoop  for  the  newspaper  today.”- reporter 

What  might  a  tourist  guide  at  the  scene  have  said? . 


What  might  Nessie  say  about  the  event? 


As  you  can  see,  different  people  can  see  an  event  in  many  different  ways.  Read  the 
account  below  told  by  a  man  who  was  visited  by  a  Sasquatch. 


“It  all  happened  during  a  camping  trip  I  made  alone  in  the  mountains.  I  was 
cooking  my  supper  of  pork  and  beans  over  the  campfire  when  suddenly  I  heard  a 
noise  in  the  woods  nearby.  Suddenly  there  he  was  — the  Sasquatch!  I  was  so  fright¬ 
ened  that  I  guess  I  froze  in  my  tracks.  He  walked  around  my  camp  picking  up  and  ex¬ 
amining  the  things  I  had  lying  around:  my  boots,  my  sleeping  bag,  my  binoculars. 
Then  he  got  a  whiff  of  my  beans,  pulled  them  off  the  fire,  and  began  to  eat  them  with 
his  fingers.  Then  he  started  looking  around  again.  That’s  when  he  picked  up  my  rifle. 
He  played  around  with  it  for  a  while  and  all  of  a  sudden  it  went  off.  Well  the  bullet 
just  went  off  into  the  woods  and  right  behind  it  went  that  Sasquatch.  He  lit  out  of 
there  like  he  had  a  bunch  of  hornets  on  his  trail!  Some  adventure!” 


How  do  you  think  the  Sasquatch  would  tell  this  story?  On  a  separate  piece  of 
paper,  rewrite  the  story  from  the  Sasquatch’s  point  of  view. 
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Suppose  you  have  decided  to  write  a  report  called  ‘‘Monsters— Real  and  Imagi¬ 
nary.”  You  have  listed  three  questions  you  want  to  answer  in  the  section  called  ‘‘The 
Abominable  Snowman.” 

1.  Where  does  the  Abominable  Snowman  live? 

2.  What  does  he  look  like? 

3.  What  proof  is  there  that  he  exists? 

Read  the  following  information  about  the  Abominable  Snowman.  Then  turn  the 
three  questions  above  into  sub-headings.  Complete  the  outline  using  details.  The  first 
sub-heading  and  detail  are  completed  for  you. 


The  Abominable  Snowman  is  a  monster  who  is  said  to  live  in  the  Himalayas,  a 
range  of  mountains  between  India  and  Tibet. 

The  Yeti,  as  he  is  called,  is  an  apelike  man.  Except  for  his  face  and  hands,  he  is 
covered  with  blond  or  reddish  hair.  He  walks  upright  like  a  person. 

Many  people  claim  to  have  seen  the  giant  footprints  of  the  Abominable  Snowman. 
Some  explorers  have  even  photographed  these  prints.  In  1972  members  of  a  Japanese 
climbing  expedition  claimed  to  have  seen  the  tracks.  The  leader  of  the  expedition 
said  the  footprints  looked  as  though  they  were  made  by  ‘‘a  35  kg  Donald  Duck  or 
Goofy  in  bedroom  slippers.”  They  were  about  35  cm  long  and  10  cm  wide,  he  said. 


I.  The  Abominable  Snowman 
A.  Where  he  lives 

1.  Himalayas,  between  India  and  Tibet 


CO 

<D 


B 


1. 

2. 

3. 


C 


1. 

2. 
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When  you  are  writing  a  report,  you  should  think  about  how  you  could  use  maps, 
charts,  diagrams,  and  pictures  to  make  it  clearer  and  more  interesting. 


Jennifer  was  doing  a  report  about  the  Loch  Ness  Monster.  She  wrote  about  the 
place  called  Loch  Ness.  She  told  how  people  described  the  monster.  She  described 
how  scientists  had  searched  for  the  monster.  In  her  report  Jennifer  decided  to  include 
the  following: 

1.  a  map  of  Scotland  showing  the  location  of  Loch  Ness 

2.  a  diagram  showing  the  different  lengths  people  said  the  monster  was 

3.  a  photograph  she  found  in  a  magazine  which  someone  claimed  to  have  taken  of 
the  monster 

4.  a  chart  comparing  the  descriptions  of  the  monster 

5.  a  diagram  of  the  monster  the  way  it  was  described  by  one  person 

Below  are  descriptions  of  two  reports.  Read  each  description.  Then  tell  what  extra 
materials  you  would  use  with  this  report,  such  as  maps,  diagrams,  photographs,  and 
charts. 

The  Sasquatch  and  the  Abominable  Snowman 

The  report  tells  where  each  creature  was  spotted.  It  tells  about  the  footprints  which 
have  been  found  of  each  creature.  It  gives  reports  of  the  stories  told  by  people  who 
claim  to  have  seen  the  monsters.  It  tells  about  the  reported  size,  appearance,  and 
actions  of  the  creatures.  It  describes  the  film  someone  made  of  the  Sasquatch. 


Movie  Monsters 

The  report  describes  the  two  most  famous  movie  monsters,  Count  Dracula  and 
Frankenstein’s  monster.  It  tells  in  what  years  movies  were  made  about  these  monsters 
and  which  actors  played  the  monster’s  role.  It  tells  what  each  monster  looked  like.  It 
tells  how  the  legends  of  werewolves  and  Frankenstein’s  monster  began. 
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Read  the  situations  below.  The  words  of  the  first  speaker  are  given  in  each.  What 
do  you  think  the  other  speaker  might  say?  Write  what  the  other  speaker  might  say. 
Use  quotation  marks  and  tag  words.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 


A  hunter  sees  a  unicorn  in  the  woods. 
He  cannot  believe  his  eyes,  for  he  had 
always  thought  that  unicorns  were  not 
real. 

“Good  grief!’’  cried  the  hunter.  “My 
eyes  are  playing  tricks  on  me.  I  could 
swear  that  horse  has  a  horn  on  his 
forehead!’’ 

“Please,  do  not  call  me  a  horse,’’ 
replied  the  unicorn.  “I  have  magical 
powers,”  he  continued,  “and  I  just  might 
turn  you  into  a  toad.” 


1.  Two  Abominable  Snowmen  meet  on  a  mountain.  Each  had  thought  that  he  was 
the  only  Abominable  Snowman  in  the  world. 


“You,”  said  one  Abominable  Snowman,  “are  the  ugliest  creature  I’ve  ever  seen.  If  I 
looked  like  you,  I’d  hide  in  a  cave,  and  never  come  out!” 


2.  A  skin  diver  has  just  met  the  Loch  Ness  Monster  face  to  face. 
“You’re  real!  You’re  real!”  cried  the  diver. 


3.  A  little  girl  thinks  up  a  Glunk.  Then  the  Glunk  appears  before  her. 

“You’re  far  too  green,  and  not  too  clean,”  said  the  little  girl.  “I  think  I’d  better  think 
you  back  to  Glunkland  right  away.” 
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Read  the  following  sentence,  noting  the  underlined  adjective. 

The  red  sun  brushed  the  pine  trees. 

Now  read  the  same  sentence  with  the  adjective  placed  after  the  noun. 

The  sun  red  brushed  the  pine  trees. 

You  probably  agree  that  The  sun  red  brushed  the  pine  trees  does  not  make  sense, 
because  the  adjective  usually  belongs  before  the  noun.  However,  when  you  use  more 
than  one  adjective,  you  may  place  the  adjectives  after  the  noun,  and  join  them  with 
the  word  and.  For  example, 

The  sun,  red  and  glowing,  brushed  the  pine  trees. 

Rewrite  the  sentences  below,  adding  two  adjectives  joined  by  and.  Insert  commas 
around  the  adjectives  to  set  them  off  from  the  rest  of  the  sentence.  The  first  one  is 
done  for  you. 

1.  The  woods . filled  with  snow. 

The  woods,  dark  and  lovely,  filled  with  snow. 

2.  Snow . glistens  in  the  sun. 


3.  Lily  petals 


float  gracefully  on  the  pond. 


4.  The  winds 

CO 


scattered  the  tiny  leaves. 


5.  Trees 


were  frozen  against  the  sky. 


Write  three  sentences  of  your  own  containing  at  least  two  adjectives  joined  by  and. 
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Read  the  sentence  pairs  below.  Check  off  the  sentence  in  each  pair  which  you 
think  is  more  effective.  Then  underline  words  in  this  sentence  which  you  think  are 
good  descriptive  words. 


Lightning  ripped  into  the  fir  tree  like  a  giant  claw. 

Lightning  struck  the  tree. 

The  wind  blew. 

The  winter  wind  howled  angrily  at  the  frozen  trees. 

Read  the  following  list  which  tells  different  ways  to  make  your  sentences  interest¬ 
ing.  Then,  using  the  list  as  a  guide,  improve  the  sentences  below. 

1.  You  can  use  similes  and  other  comparisons:  like  a  giant  claw 

2.  You  can  use  specific  rather  than  general  words:  fir  tree 

3.  You  can  use  action  words:  ripped 

4.  You  can  use  sound  words:  howled,  winter  wind. 

5.  You  can  use  adjectives  and  adverbs:  the  frozen  trees,  howled  angrily. 

1.  The  boy  heard  a  noise. 


2.  The  tree  was  pretty. 


3.  The  forest  was  dark. 

CO 


Write  three  descriptive  sentences  about  any  two  of  the  following  topics. 

fire  thunder  waves 
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Iheme:  every  lime  I  Climb  a  Tree,  btarting  Points  in  Language 


Choose  three  nouns  from  the  list  below.  Use  each  noun  in  a  sentence  with  two 
adjectives  of  your  own.  Underline  the  adjectives  you  use.  For  example, 


A  tall,  stately  tree  stood  at  the  entrance  to  the  park. 


Choose  three  verbs  from  the  list  below.  Use  each  verb  in  a  sentence.  Include  two 
adverbs  in  your  sentence.  You  may  use  a  different  form  of  the  verb  if  you  wish.  Un¬ 
derline  the  adverbs  you  use.  For  example, 


The  girls  quickly  and  easily  climbed  the  tree. 


On  a  separate  piece  of  paper,  write  a  paragraph  on  one  of  the  topics  below.  Use  at 
least  three  nouns  and  three  verbs  in  your  paragraph.  Circle  the  nouns  and  underline 
the  verbs  you  use. 

Topics:  Trees  in  Winter 

How  to  Climb  a  Tree 
If  I  Were  a  Cherry  Tree 
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Often  stories  are  based  on  problem  situations.  Read  the  situations  below.  Tell  what 
problem  could  happen  in  each  situation. 

1.  Some  people  are  camping  in  the  woods.  In  the  evening  they  roast  hot  dogs  over  a 
big  fire.  When  they  go  to  bed  no  one  checks  to  see  that  the  fire  has  been  put  out 
properly. 


2.  Linda  and  Margie  make  plans  to  go  for  an  all-day  canoe  trip.  When  they  wake  up 
that  morning,  it  is  a  gloomy,  cloudy  day  and  there  is  a  stiff  wind  on  the  lake.  But  the 
girls  decide  to  go  ahead  with  their  trip. 


3.  When  the  Lafferty  family  enter  the  camp  grounds,  a  ranger  warns  them  not  to 
leave  food  around  at  night  in  case  of  bears.  But  that  evening  they  accidentally  leave 
out  their  cooler  full  of  food. 


4.  Allen  and  Patti  are  camping  near  a  lake  with  their  family.  They  decide  to  go  swim¬ 
ming  in  a  new  spot  instead  of  at  the  beach  where  they  usually  go.  They  dive  and 
splash  around  in  the  unfamiliar  water. 


On  a  separate  piece  of  paper  write  a  story  using  one  of  the  situations  above. 
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Look  at  the  pictures  below.  What  is  happening  in  each  picture?  Choose  one  of  the 
pictures  and  write  the  conversation  the  people  might  be  having.  Be  sure  to  use  quo¬ 
tation  marks  and  other  punctuation  marks  carefully.  Write  the  conversation  on  a  sepa¬ 
rate  piece  of  paper. 
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Clive  wrote  an  outline  for  a  report  he  was  doing  on  the  topic,  “Plants  that  Trap 
Animals.’’  The  first  part  of  his  outline  is  written  below.  Read  it  carefully. 


and  RE 


Plants  That  Trap  Animals 

I.  Some  Common  Plant  Traps 

A.  Jug-of-water  trap 

1.  plant  looks  like  a  large  pitcher  or  jug 

2.  fly  comes  to  the  edge  of  pitcher 

3.  if  it  falls  in,  slippery  sides  keep  it  from  crawling  out 

! 

B.  Suction  trap 

1.  an  underwater  plant 

2.  just  big  enough  to  catch  tiny  water  fleas 

3.  door  swings  open  when  flea  bumps  against  it 

4.  door  closes  behind  flea 


Now  read  the  beginning  of  Clive’s  report  below. 


Plants  That  Trap  Animals 

Some  of  the  strangest  plants  are  those  that  get  food  from  insects  that  get  caught  in 
them.  Here  are  some  different  ways  these  traps  work. 

The  jug-of-water  trap  is  used  by  a  plant  that  looks  like  a  large  pitcher  or  jug.  A  fly 
may  land  on  the  edge  of  the  pitcher  and  fall  in.  The  slippery  sides  of  the  pitcher  then 
prevent  it  from  crawling  out. 

The  suction  trap  is  used  by  an  underwater  plant  that  is  just  big  enough  to  catch 
tiny  water  fleas.  When  a  flea  bumps  against  this  plant,  a  door  swings  open.  The  flea 
is  then  sucked  in  and  the  door  closes  behind  him. 


Compare  the  first  part  of  Clive’s  outline  with  the  beginning  of  his  report  in  the  fol-  « 
lowing  ways: 


1.  Which  one  is  written  in  complete  sentences? . 

2.  Which  one  contains  a  main  heading  and  sub-headings?  . 

3.  Which  one  is  divided  into  paragraphs? . 

4.  Which  one  contains  details  which  are  not  in  complete  sentences? 


5.  Does  the  report  contain  all  the  information  in  the  outline?  If  not,  what  is  left  out? 
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Suppose  you  are  writing  a  report  on  lumber  and  lumbering.  In  your  report  you  are 
including  a  section  about  life  in  the  early  lumber  camps.  You  have  completed  the 
outline  below  for  that  section  of  your  report.  Read  the  outline  carefully.  Then,  on  a 
separate  piece  of  paper,  write  your  report  using  the  outline.  Be  sure  to  do  the  follow¬ 
ing: 


1.  Include  in  your  report  all  the  details  from  the  outline. 

2.  Reword  the  details  so  they  are  in  complete  sentences. 

3.  Divide  your  report  into  paragraphs. 

I.  Life  in  the  Early  Lumber  Camps 


A.  The  Lumberjack 


1  often  had  dangerous  work  to  do 

ngth  and  skill  in  cutting  trees  and  driving  logs  downriver  to  the 


3.  clothing  included  red  shirt,  bright  plaid  coat,  and  tasseled  cap 


B.  Bunkhouses 

1.  lumberjacks  made  log  cabins  deep  in  the  woods 

2.  kept  cabins  warm  with  roaring  fires 

3.  slept  in  bunks  built  two  or  three  tiers  high 

C.  Meals 

1.  food  was  salt  pork  and  beans,  bread  and  molasses,  and  strong,  hot  tea 

2.  ate  breakfast  in  the  cookhouse  before  dawn 

3.  lunch  brought  to  the  lumberjacks  in  the  woods 

D.  The  store 

1.  a  separate  shack  was  used  as  a  small  store 

2.  had  supplies  for  the  men  who  were  away  from  town  for  months  at  a  time 

3.  jackets,  socks,  moccasins,  and  snuff  were  sold 

E.  Recreation 

1.  lumberjacks  had  free  time  evenings  and  Sundays 

2.  activities  were  playing  cards,  mending  or  whittling,  and  telling  “yarns” 

3.  favorite  “yarns”  were  stories  about  lumberjacks 

4.  from  these  stories  came  the  “tall  tales”  about  Paul  Bunyan,  an  imaginary 
lumberjack 
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Complete  the  following  statement: 


Has  or  have  is  often  used  with  another  verb  in  a  sentence.  When  it  does  this,  it  is 
called  a . verb. 

Decide  which  of  the  following  sentences  are  incomplete.  Use  has  or  have  to  com¬ 
plete  them.  Be  careful!  Two  of  the  sentences  won’t  need  has  or  have. 

1.  A  group  of  campers . sung  some  camp  songs. 

2.  Joy  and  Lisa . knew  which  path  to  take  through  the  woods. 

3.  Two  deer . drunk  some  water  from  the  stream.  ! 

j 

> 

4.  Robin  Hood  and  Little  John . rode  through  the  forest. 

5.  The  king’s  men . chosen  the  day  for  the  tournament. 

Two  lumberjacks  are  sitting  near  a  campfire  one  evening  telling  some  ‘‘tall  tales” 
about  life  as  a  lumberjack.  On  the  lines  below,  write  one  of  these  ‘‘tall  tales.”  Include 
in  your  story  at  least  four  of  the  irregular  verbs  on  page  59  or  on  page  86. 
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Read  the  following  sentences. 

The  sun  was  warm.  The  wind  felt  cool. 

Join  the  two  sentences  using  the  word  and.  Place  a  comma  before  the  word  and. 


Now  join  the  same  two  sentences  using  the  word  but.  Place  a  comma  before  the 

word  but . 

Do  you  notice  the  slight  difference  in  the  meanings  of  the  two  sentences? 

Join  the  following  pairs  of  sentences  as  you  did  for  the  sentences  above,  using  first 
and,  then  but.  Notice  the  difference  in  meaning. 

Robin  Hood’s  costume  is  green.  Friar  Tuck’s  costume  is  brown. 

1 . 

2 . 

Gina  lost  a  penny.  She  found  a  nickel. 

1 . . 

2 . 

In  spring  the  leaves  are  green.  In  autumn  they  are  red,  yellow,  and  orange. 

1 . 


2. 


It  was  a  cold  winter  day.  The  ice-covered  tree  sparkled  in  the  sun. 
1 . 


2. 
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A  BUS 


ETTER 


In  a  business  letter  you  take  care  of  some  business  matter,  such  as  asking  for  in¬ 
formation  or  ordering  something. 

Mike  wrote  the  letter  below,  asking  for  a  booklet  from  Randolph  Children’s  Press. 
Read  it  carefully.  The  parts  of  the  letter  are  named  on  the  left. 

i 


j 

i 

) 


. 


1.  What  part  does  a  business  letter  have  that  you  do  not  find  in  a  friendly 
letter?  . 


Heading 


121  Sycamore  St., 
-►  Belleville,  Ont., 
Jan.  17,  1977. 


Inside  address 


Randolph  Children’s  Press, 
42  James  St., 

Montreal,  P.Q. 


Greeting 
Body  — 


Closing  - 
Signature 


-►  Dear  Sir: 

Please  send  me  a  copy  of  your  free  booklet,  “New 
-►  Books  for  1977.”  Thank  you. 


_►  Yours  truly, 

-►  Mike  Armstrong 


2.  What  information  do  you  find  in  this  part  of  the  letter? 


3.  This  is  called  a  colon  (:).  Where  is  it  found  in  a  business  letter? 


The  greetings  and  closings  of  business  letters  are  different  from  those  of  friendly 
letters.  Read  the  greetings  and  closings  below.  Place  B  before  those  you  would  find 
in  a  business  letter. 

Greetings  Closings 

.  Dear  Sir:  .  Lovingly  yours, 

.  Dear  Sally,  .  Respectfully  yours, 

.  Dear  Mayor  Toomey:  .  Your  loving  niece, 

.  Dear  Dr.  Perez:  .  Yours  sincerely, 
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Read  the  following  poem. 


WHAT  IS  RED? 

Red  is  a  sunset 
Blazy  and  bright. 

Red  is  feeling  brave 
With  all  your  might. 

Red  is  a  sunburn 
Spot  on  your  nose, 
Sometimes  red 
Is  a  red,  red  rose. 

Red  squiggles  out 
When  you  cut  your  hand. 
Red  is  a  brick  and 
A  rubber  band. 

Red  is  a  hotness 
You  get  inside 
When  you’re  embarrassed 
And  want  to  hide. 

Mary  O’Neill 


Name  some  things  red  is  compared  to  in  this  poem 


To  what  things  would  you  compare  the  color  red? 


To  what  might  you  compare  the  following  sights?  Complete  the  sentences  using  a 
comparison.  Use  a  noun  and  an  adjective  in  your  comparison.  The  first  one  is  done 
for  you. 

1.  His  eyes  were  glowing  coals. 

2.  The  kite  is  . 

3.  The  sunbeams  were  . 

4.  The  thunder  is  . 

5.  The  fire  was . 

6.  The  totem  pole  was  . 
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Complete  the  chart  below,  using  the  correct  forms  of  the  verbs. 


Present  Tense 


eat 


Past  Tense 


Past  Tense  with  Has  or  Have 


(has  or  have) . 

(has  or  have) . d.HY®1? 


began 


fight 


rang 


fall 


knew 


sleep 


(has  or  have) 
(has  or  have) 
(has  or  have) 
(has  or  have) 
(has  or  have) 
(has  or  have) 


Complete  each  sentence  below  using  the  correct  form  of  the  verb  in  brackets. 

1.  Our  class  has . some  masks  to  tell  a  story,  (make) 


2.  Mr.  Duodati’s  class  has 
pole,  (go) 


3.  When  have  you 
else?  (wear) 


4.  Alan . his  costume  during  our  Indian  play,  (tear) 

5.  The  classes  in  our  school  have .  to  the  meeting  room  to 

see  the  film,  ‘‘The  Loon’s  Necklace.’’  (come) 

Write  four  sentences  using  the  past  tense  of  the  following  verbs. 


see 


write . 

ride . 

throw . 
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to  the  museum  to  see  a  totem 


a  mask  to  pretend  you  were  someone 


Theme:  "Tell  Us  a  Story,”  Starting  Points  in  Language 


Combining 
Sentences 

Sentences  may  often  be  joined  or  combined  in  many  ways.  Read  the  sentences 
below. 


Buffy  tells  a  story.  All  the  children  listen. 

The  sentences  above  could  be  joined  in  the  following  ways: 

Buffy  tells  a  story  and  all  the  children  listen. 

When  Buffy  tells  a  story,  all  the  children  listen. 

After  Buffy  tells  a  story,  all  the  children  listen. 

Because  Buffy  tells  a  story,  all  the  children  listen. 

Underline  the  word  which  is  used  to  join  each  of  the  above  sentences.  The  first 
two  are  done  for  you. 

Join  the  following  pairs  of  sentences  in  different  ways.  Use  words  like  and,  when, 
after,  and  because. 

1.  I  walked  ten  kilometres  for  the  walkathon.  My  feet  hurt. 


2.  Harry  eats  blueberries.  His  teeth  turn  a  bluish  color. 


3.  The  magician  reached  into  his  hat.  He  pulled  out  a  rabbit. 
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GIVE 


Allen’s  class  was  studying  the  Plains  Indians.  He  wrote  a  report  that  contained  the 
following  paragraph.  Read  the  paragraph. 

When  the  Indians  killed  a  buffalo,  they  did  not  waste  any  part  of  it.  They  made  the 
hides  into  clothing  and  tipis.  The  backbone  was  made  into  knives  and  dice  for 
gambling  games.  The  strong  sinews  were  used  for  snowshoes  and  bow  string.  The 
horns  were  carved  into  cups,  awls,  and  spoons.  The  buffalo  stomach  became  a  pot 
for  boiling  their  meat. 

What  is  the  main  idea  of  Allen’s  paragraph? . 


What  examples  does  he  give  to  support  the  main  idea? 


Some  paragraphs  can  be  developed  best  by  giving  examples  to  support  the  main 
idea.  Choose  one  of  the  following  sentences  and  write  a  paragraph  in  which  you  use 
three  or  more  examples  to  explain  your  main  idea. 

If  you  want  to  have  friends,  you  must  know  how  to  be  a  good  friend  yourself. 

There  are  many  ways  in  which  a  grade  five  student  can  be  helpful  at  home. 

Being  a  firefighter  is  a  dangerous  job. 

Exercise  is  good  for  people. 


CO 
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Theme:  "Tell  Us  a  Story,”  Starting  Points  in  Language 


Read  the  selection  below.  As  you  are  reading.,  underline  any  words  or  phrases  that 
you  think  are  interesting  and  unusual. 

Then  the  chair  went  crazy!  It  raced  across  the  room  to  the  dresser  and  kicked  it. 
The  mirror  on  the  dresser  screamed  as  it  fell  onto  the  floor  and  shattered. 

As  I  stood  watching  the  fight,  the  bed  decided  to  join  in.  It  charged  at  the  chair 
with  a  terrible  shout,  and  punched  it  on  the  leg. 

1.  Underline  the  words  in  the  first  paragraph  that  make  the  chair  seem  like  a  person. 

2.  What  words  in  the  second  paragraph  make  the  bed  seem  like  a  person? 


3.  What  other  object  in  the  selection  is  made  to  seem  like  a  person? 


Sometimes  writers  compare  objects  to  living  things.  A  chair  might  “dance”  like  a 
person,  or  a  bed  might  “shout”  like  a  person.  This  kind  of  comparison  is  called  per¬ 
sonification. 

Look  at  the  pictures  below.  What  is  happening  in  each?  Write  a  sentence  about 
each  frame.  Use  personification  in  your  sentences. 


Vocabulary  121 


Below  is  the  outline  of  a  story  about  a  clever  young  dog  who  outwits  a  crow.  Some 
of  the  events  in  this  outline  do  not  belong  in  the  story.  Read  the  outline  carefully,  and 
cross  out  the  unnecessary  events.  (Hint:  there  are  three.)  The  events  are  also  out  of 
order.  Number  the  events  in  the  correct  order.  The  first  five  events  are  numbered  for 
you. 


?..  The  butcher  threw  out  a  scrap  of  meat  and  the  old  dog  quickly  snatched  it 
before  the  young  dog  could  get  it. 


. One  day  a  young  dog  and  an  old  dog  went  to  the  marketplace,  and  sat  down 
outside  a  butcher’s  shop. 

.  You  can  buy  meat  at  grocery  stores  too. 

.  A. .  The  old  dog  said  to  the  young  dog,  “You’re  not  very  clever.  That’s  two  pieces 
of  meat  you’ve  missed.” 

. .?. .  When  the  butcher  threw  out  a  third  scrap  of  meat,  a  passing  crow  caught  it. 

. .?. .  Then  the  butcher  threw  out  a  second  scrap  of  meat,  and  the  old  dog  caught  it 
again. 

.  A  group  of  boys  were  playing  skipping  in  a  nearby  lot. 

.  The  crow  landed  in  a  tree,  and  the  young  dog  said  to  the  crow,  “You  are 

good  at  catching  meat,  but  I  bet  you  can’t  sing.” 

.  Quickly  the  young  dog  grabbed  the  meat,  while  the  crow  looked  on  in  anger. 

.  The  crow  opened  his  mouth  to  show  how  well  he  could  sing,  and  dropped  the 

meat  as  he  did  so. 

.  Ravens  are  also  black  birds. 

.  The  old  dog  had  to  admit  that  the  young  dog  was  clever  after  all. 
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MORE  and  UQtf 


Jacques  plays  Rita  plays  Gabe  plays 

noisily.  more  noisily.  the  most  noisily. 

What  word  do  you  use  before  the  adverb  noisily  when  you  are  comparing  two? 


What  word  do  you  use  before  the  adverb  noisily  when  you  are  comparing  more 

than  two? . 

Compare  the  following  adverbs.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 

Comparing  Two  Comparing  More  Than  Two 

gladly  more  gladly  the  most  gladly 

heavily  .  . 

peacefully  .  . 

lazily  .  . 

Write  the  conversation  that  might  take  place  between  Gabe  and  the  man  sitting 
behind  him.  Use  at  least  two  of  the  comparative  forms  on  this  page  in  your  conversa¬ 
tion. 
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OvW  @W®ML  OT  ®dNffl  ? 

The  pictures  below  tell  a  story.  Think  about  the  story,  and  then  ask  yourself  the 
question:  What  will  happen  next?  Write  a  good  ending  for  the  story.  Remember  to 
make  your  ending  tie  up  all  the  loose  ends  in  the  story. 
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Theme:  "What’s  a  Hero?"  Starting  Points  in  Language 


PLflmnG  /PflRflGfWHS 


Imagine  that  you  are  the  hero  of  the  hour.  Your  name  is  on  everyone’s  lips.  You 
have  been  interviewed  on  television,  and  articles  have  been  written  about  you  in 
newspapers  and  magazines.  Why  are  you  so  famous?  Because  you  have  invented  the 
fantastic  machine  that  everyone  needs.  What  is  this  fantastic  machine?  Use  your 
imagination  and  make  it  up. 

Now  someone  has  asked  you  to  write  a  report  about  your  invention.  You  decide  to 
divide  your  report  into  three  paragraphs.  As  you  write  each  paragraph  of  your  report, 
remember  that  a  paragraph  has  only  one  main  idea  that  is  given  in  the  topic  sen¬ 
tence.  Be  sure  that  all  the  sentences  in  the  paragraph  tell  something  about  the  main 
idea. 

In  the  first  paragraph  you  will  tell  the  name  of  your  machine  and  what  it  looks  like, 
(a  paragraph  giving  details) 

In  the  second  paragraph  you  will  tell  how  it  works,  (a  paragraph  giving  directions) 

In  the  third  paragraph  you  will  tell  why  you  think  your  new  invention  will  be  helpful 
to  people,  (an  opinion  paragraph) 

Use  the  space  below  to  plan  your  paragraphs.  Then  write  your  report  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper. 
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WRITING  SIMILES 


-O-tS  AL  ynuOuJU.'? 

AXA  UuJj^Jb  ALL/  AX- 

yf\  ft  >  JlIaAJT  •AX—  AXTA&xQ,  . 

jolA*  Jyioju^  joj^  -a-  JUcm3 


The  boy  in  the  cartoon  above  is  having  trouble.  Instead  of  making  up  his  own 
similes,  he  is  using  old,  worn-out  similes.  These  are  similes  that  have  been  used  so 
often  that  they  are  no  longer  interesting. 

The  sentences  below  are  from  the  boy’s  story.  Rewrite  each  sentence  and  replace 
the  old,  worn-out  similes  with  new  similes  of  your  own. 

1.  It  was  as  dark  as  night  inside  the  cave. 


2.  The  small  lad  was  as  quiet  as  a  mouse. 


3.  The  river  was  as  smooth  as  glass. 


4.  He  moved  like  a  snail. 


5.  He  was  as  brave  as  a  lion. 


What  unusual  similes  can  you  think  of  using  the  phrases  below?  Write  a  sentence 
for  each  of  your  similes. 


as  cool  as 


as  mean  as 


as  angry  as 
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Read  the  following  sentence. 


The  hero  ran. 

The  sentence  could  be  more  interesting  if  it  told  where  the  hero  ran.  Read  the  sen¬ 
tence  below.  Three  word  groups  have  been  added  that  tell  where.  Add  one  more  word 
group  that  tells  where. 

The  hero  ranv 

across  the  finish  line, 
into  the  burning  building, 
toward  the  trapped  animal. 


Add  to  the  following  sentences  words  that  tell  where.  First  write  two  sensible  word 
groups,  and  then  write  two  silly  ones.  One  sentence  is  completed  for  you. 

1.  Finally  the  balloonist  landedv 

Sensible  word  groups:  near  the  fence. 

in  the  field. 

Silly  word  groups:  on  his  desk. 

in  the  cat’s  dish. 

2.  The  hockey  player  skated 

Sensible  word  groups:  . . . 

Silly  word  groups:  . 


3.  The  brave  pilot  f!ewv 

Sensible  word  groups: 

Silly  word  groups: 
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This  girl  is  This  girl  is  This  girl  is 

brave.  braver.  the  bravest. 


When  you  are  comparing  two  things  or  people,  you  add  the  er  ending  to  an  adjec¬ 
tive  like  brave.  What  ending  do  you  add  when  you  are  comparing  more  than 
two? 

On  the  lines  below,  write  the  comparative  forms  of  the  following  adjectives.  The 
first  one  is  done  for  you. 

Comparing  Two  Comparing  More  Than  Two 

bold  bolder  boldest 

warm  .  . 

strong  .  . 

fast  .  . 

When  using  longer  words,  you  do  not  add  the  er  and  est  endings  to  words.  For 
example,  we  would  not  say  “That  boy  is  courageouser”  or  “He  is  the  courageousest 
of  the  three."  Instead,  you  use  the  words  more  and  most  before  the  adjective.  Com¬ 
plete  the  comparisons  below.  The  word  courageous  is  done  as  an  example. 

Comparing  Two  Comparing  More  Than  Two 

courageous  more  courageous  most  courageous 

beautiful  .  . 

dangerous  .  . 

cowardly  .  . 
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Imagine  that  you  are  doing  a  project  on  heroes.  You  remember  that  last  month  a 
boy  in  a  nearby  town  saved  his  sister  from  a  burning  building.  You  don’t  have  the 
newspaper  in  which  the  story  was  written,  but  you  know  the  date  on  which  the  story 
appeared  in  the  paper.  You  decide  to  write  a  business  letter  to  the  newspaper,  asking 
for  a  copy  of  this  news  story. 

The  name  of  the  newspaper  and  its  address  are:  The  Sentinel,  48  Main  St.,  Bains- 
burg,  Manitoba.  Use  your  own  address  and  today’s  date  in  the  heading.  Write  the 
body  of  the  letter  on  a  separate  piece  of  paper.  Proofread  and  correct  it  before  you 
write  it  on  this  page. 

Refer  to  the  business  letter  on  page  116  to  help  you  write  your  letter. 
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Use  the  terms  noun,  verb,  adjective,  adverb,  and  pronoun  to  solve  the  riddles 
below. 

1.  I  can  be  the  action  word  in  a  sentence.  What  am  I?  . 


2.  I  name  people,  places,  or  things.  What  am  I? . 

3.  I  am  used  to  replace  nouns.  What  am  I?  . 

4.  I  am  used  to  modify  verbs.  I  often  tell  where,  when,  or  how  something  happened. 

What  am  I?  . . 

5.  I  am  used  to  modify  words  like  house,  dog,  and  hero.  What  am  I? 


Read  the  following  sentences.  Then  add  some  sentences  of  your  own  telling  what 
you  think  might  happen  next.  Use  pronouns  to  replace  the  underlined  words.  Un¬ 
derline  the  pronouns  you  use.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 

1.  Suddenly  the  fireman  noticed  the  young  children  in  the  burning  house. 

JhjL  JUXfTj  JJJfJ  JJjU  jJsxJJUu  XUTbcL  jCJDJuujucL 

.jj-wrrb  Jjj  £T jpjjjircjjij 

juj'Uuo  jjvuy  jy Jjj  JrjLnrru. 

2.  Cindy  and  I  noticed  the  car  stalled  on  the  tracks  as  the  train  approached. 


3.  Batman  and  Robin  sped  away  in  the  batmobile. 
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Below  you  will  see  the  things  found  in  the  pockets  of  two  imaginary  children.  Look 
at  the  objects  and  think  about  what  each  one  tells  you  about  its  owner.  How  can 
these  objects  help  you  answer  these  questions  about  the  children? 

What  hobbies  does  this  person  have? 

What  does  this  person  like  to  do? 

Where  has  this  person  been  lately? 

What  might  this  person  be  like? 

Give  the  children  names  and  write  a  description  of  each  of  them. 
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Often  when  you  are  writing  an  outline  for  a  report  you  will  use  main  headings,  sub¬ 
headings  and  details.  Sometimes,  however,  you  will  need  only  main  headings  and 
details.  The  outline  below  contains  main  headings  and  details.  It  is  about  a  Canadian 
heroine  who  brought  peace  between  two  Indian  tribes.  Read  the  outline  carefully. 
Then,  on  a  separate  piece  of  paper,  write  the  report  using  all  the  information  in  the 
outline. 


The  Slave  Woman 

I.  Early  History 

1.  no  record  of  her  birth 

2.  was  a  Chipewyan  or  Northern  Indian 

3.  known  as  The  Slave  Woman 

4.  lived  in  Manitoba  during  the  1700’s 

II.  Early  Hardship 

1.  fighting  broke  out  between  Crees  and  Chipewyans 

2.  in  1713  her  band  of  Chipewyans  attacked  by  Crees 

3.  Slave  Woman  taken  captive 

4.  escaped  and  took  refuge  at  a  fort  called  York  Fort 

5.  met  Governor  James  Knight 

III.  Failure  of  a  Peace  Mission 

1.  governor  wanted  to  make  peace  between  Crees  and  Chipewyans 

2.  governor  sent  Slave  Woman  and  150  Crees  to  make  peace  with  the 

Chipewyans 

3.  bad  weather  forced  them  to  break  up  into  smaller  parties 

4.  one  party  killed  a  group  of  Chipewyans 

5.  governor  horrified 

IV.  Slave  Woman’s  Plan  for  Peace 

1.  Slave  Woman  determined  to  make  peace  between  Crees  and  Chipewyans 

2.  told  a  group  of  Crees  to  remain  on  the  spot  for  10  days 

3.  she  rode  toward  the  Chipewyan  camp 

4.  brought  back  a  party  of  Chipewyans  to  spot  where  Crees  were  waiting 

5.  Crees  and  Chipewyans  smoked  peace  pipe  together 

V.  Her  Death 

1.  became  ill  during  following  winter 

2.  died  Feb.  5,  1717 

3.  Governor  Knight  called  her  a  person  of  very  high  spirit  and  great  courage 
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When  your  report  is  written,  you  will  need  to  proofread  it  carefully.  Here  are  some 
questions  to  ask  yourself: 


Did  I  use  correct  spelling  and  punctuation? 

Did  I  use  complete  sentences? 

Did  I  put  my  facts  in  the  right  order? 

Did  I  put  sentences  in  my  own  words? 

Read  the  paragraph  below.  The  errors  have  been  marked  and  corrected.  Beside 
each  correction  write  what  error  was  corrected.  The  first  one  is  done  for  you. 

What’s  a  Hero? 

someone 

Most  people  think  of  a  hero  as  -somono  who  helps  another  person  out  of 

J 

a  dangerous  situation^  In  ^nuary,  1972,  a  bus  driver  named  Edward 

rescued  Mr.  Sokolowski  was  a  hero. 

Sokolowski  recsued  a  boy  who  had  fallen  through  some  ice  in  a  creek.  -Hero. 

Make  the  corrections  in  the  section  of  a  report  below.  Mark  the  corrections  as  in 
the  sample  above. 


Jacques  Cartier 

Jacques  Cartier  was  one  of  the  earliest  explorers  in  Canada  He  set  sail  from  France 
in  1534  and  traveled  across  the  atlantic  ocean.  He  passed  threw  the  Strait  of  Belle 
Isle  and  explored  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence?  It  was  the  first  time,  so  far  as  we  no,  that 
any  explorer  had  ever  been  on  the  St.  Lawrence  River. 

Cartier  found  an  Indian  village  called  Stadacona  where  Quebec  City  now  stands. 
Farther  up  the  st.  lawrence,  he  reached  a  large  island.  Here  he  found  another  Indian 
village.  Called  Hochelaga.  The  Indains  of  Hochelaga  led  Cartier  to  the  top  of  a  steep 
mountin  on  the  island.  Cartier  later  named  the  mountain  Mont  Real,  or  “Mount 
Royal.’’ 
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The  basic  framework  for  the  sentence  is  the  Noun-Verb  pattern.  By  adding  a  noun 
to  that  framework,  it  is  possible  to  build  sentences  using  the  Noun-Verb-Noun  (N-V-N) 
pattern. 


Teachers 

play 

Firefighters 

plow 

Rabbits 

eat 

Children 

teach 

Kittens 

drive 

People 

save 

Farmers 

drink 

cars 

milk 

people 

fields 

children 

basketball 

carrots 


NOUNS 


VERBS 


NOUNS 


Using  the  lists  of  words  above,  build  sentences  using  the  Noun-Verb-Noun  pattern. 
First  choose  sensible  combinations,  like  this: 

N  V  N 

Firefighters  save  people. 


Then  choose  silly  combinations,  like  this: 

Children  teach  carrots. 
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Correct  the  sentences  below  by  placing  capitals  and  punctuation  where  they  are 
needed.  On  the  lines  at  the  bottom  of  the  page,  write  six  rules  for  punctuation  which 
you  followed  in  correcting  the  sentences.  Include  in  your  list  of  rules  at  least  one  rule 
each  for  the  comma,  the  apostrophe,  the  period,  quotation  marks,  and  capitalization. 

Correct  the  sentences  in  the  following  manner: 

#  ‘V 

Jlarry  asked,ytfhen  is  your  birthday  ?  99 

1 .  mr  and  mrs  taylor  live  at  47  birch  st  Waterloo  Ontario 

2.  yes  we  went  to  the  carnival  in  quebec  city 

3.  i’m  having  a  birthday  party  this  friday  and  i  hope  you  will  come 

4.  wont  you  lend  me  your  copy  of  black  beauty 

5.  look  out  yelled  alice  here  comes  the  big  dip 

6.  marshas  brother  won  a  trip  to  new  york 

7.  larry  asked  when  will  we  have  our  class  picnic  this  year 

8.  maria  linda  paul  and  ralph  are  in  the  concert  said  tina 

9.  is  this  the  right  Christmas  carol  asked  doug 

10.  ready  or  not  here  i  come  yelled  sam 

11.  kirn  are  you  going  to  be  in  the  carnival 

co  12.  friday  january  17  isnt  my  birthday  said  tom 

13.  we  went  to  the  parade  but  i  was  too  short  to  see  much 

Rules: 

1 . 

2 . 

3  . 

4  . 

5  . 

6  . 
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Sentences  may  be  joined  or  combined  in  several  different  ways,  and  each  combi¬ 
nation  gives  a  slightly  different  meaning.  Notice  the  differences  in  meaning  when 
these  two  sentences  are  joined  in  several  ways: 


Harry  and  Joe  make  Hallowe’en  treats.  The  children  eat  them  all. 
Harry  and  Joe  make  Hallowe’en  treats  and  the  children  eat  them  all. 

When  Harry  and  Joe  make  Hallowe’en  treats,  the  children  eat  them  all. 
After  Harry  and  Joe  make  Hallowe’en  treats,  the  children  eat  them  all. 
Because  Harry  and  Joe  make  Hallowe’en  treats,  the  children  eat  them  all. 


Join  the  following  pairs  of  sentences  in  several  different  ways.  Use  words  like 
and,  when,  after,  and  because. 

1.  Our  class  had  a  Valentine  party.  It  was  fun. 


2.  Michelle  won  a  bicycle.  She  was  excited. 


3.  The  town  has  a  carnival.  The  people  wear  colorful  costumes. 
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Using  the  proofreading  symbols  on  page  69,  proofread  the  following  paragraph. 

On  the  first  day  of  april  it  may  be  a  good  idea  to  look  the  other  way  if  you  sea  a 
purse  lying  on  the  sidewalk.  Chances  are  it  will  be  empty  and  you  could  be  called  an 
“April  Fool”  for  picing  it  up  the  custom  of  playing  tricks  on  this  day  is  so  old  that  no 
one  are  sure  how  it  started.  In  france  April  first  is  called  day  of  “April  Fish.”  Children 
may  receive  a  gift  of  chocolate  fish  for  their  tricks.  India  celebrates  its  spring  fes¬ 
tival  of  Holi,  ending  toward  the  end  of  March,  in  which  tries  and  pranks  also  play  a 
part. 

On  a  separate  piece  of  paper,  write  a  paragraph  on  one  of  the  following  topics: 

Going  Camping 
A  Valentine’s  Day  Project 
Summer  Holidays 

Proofread  your  paragraph  using  proofreading  symbols.  Write  the  corrected  copy  on 
the  lines  below. 


co 
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“My  friend  Sandy  and  I  always 
see  eye  to  eye  on  things.’’ 


“Vincent  has  certainly  buckled  down 
to  work  this  year.’’ 


As  you  can  see  from  the  cartoons  above,  people  do  not  always  mean  exactly  what 
their  words  seem  to  say. 

When  two  people  see  eye  to  eye  it  means  that  they  agree. 

When  a  person  buckles  down  it  means  he  puts  effort  into  what  he  is  doing. 


Carefully  read  the  sentences  below.  On  the  line  provided  under  each  sentence, 
write  the  meaning  of  the  underlined  group  of  words. 


1.  When  I  go  to  a  fancy  restaurant,  I  feel  like  a  fish  out  of  water. 


2.  He  worked  like  a  beaver  making  your  birthday  present. 


3.  Sam  was  really  flying  high  when  he  got  that  high  mark  on  his  test. 

CO 


Tell  what  you  think  the  people  in  the  following  sentences  are  like. 

1.  She  is  always  a  perfect  lamb  around  Christmas  time. 


2.  What  a  little  monkey  he  is! 


3.  He  is  such  a  bear  when  he  wakes  up! 
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IMPROVE  A 

Carefully  read  the  story  below.  Mark  errors  in  the  story  with  the  proofreading  marks 
on  page  95.  Rewrite  the  story  on  the  lines  provided. 

April  Fool 

My  brother  terry  likes  to  play  tricks  on  people.  Sometimes  his  tricks  are  funny,  but 
sometimes  he  made  people  angry  with  them.  One  day  that  Terry  looks  forward  too  is 
April  Fool’s  day.  on  this  special  day  Terry  can  play  all  tricks  he  wants. 

Last  year  for  April  Fools  Day  he  talked  all  the  kids  in  his  class  into  playing  a  tirck  on 
there  teacher.  He  told  every  one  to  make  a  mask  at  home  and  wear  it  to  school  on 
april  fool’s  day.  Everyone  was  to  sit  in  someone  else’s  seat  to  realy  confuse  the 
teacher 

Corrected  Story: 


CO 

Continue  this  story  on  the  lines  below.  Will  Terry’s  teacher  be  fooled?  What  will 
happen  when  the  teacher  sees  the  students?  Don’t  forget  to  proofread  your  work. 
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List  four  questions  to  ask  yourself  when  you  are  proofreading  a  report.  If  necessary, 
you  may  refer  to  page  133. 


1. 


2. 

3. 

4. 


Read  the  reports  you  wrote  on  pages  113  and  132.  Choose  one  of  these  reports  to 
proofread.  Using  the  questions  you  wrote  above  as  a  reference,  make  your  correc¬ 
tions  on  your  report.  Then,  on  the  lines  below,  write  the  corrected  copy  of  your 
report.  You  may  use  a  separate  piece  of  paper  if  you  run  out  of  room  on  this  page. 


03 
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Carnivals 

I.  Introduction 

When  the  carnival  comes  to  town,  an  empty  lot  or  field  becomes  a  magic  wunderland. 
A  traveling  company  unloads  it’s  equipment  and  sets  up  show  tents,  wooden  booths, 
and  rides  that  wherl  and  spin  their  giddy,  shrieking  riders.  The  huge  crowds,  the  voices 
of  the  barkers,  and  the  smell  of  hot  dogs  and  candy  floss.  Exciting. 

II.  Carnival  Beginnings  and  Famous  Carnivals 

The  carnival  begun  hunderds  of  years  ago.  It  was  a  special  time  for  fun  and  good 
eating.  Held  before  the  beginning  of  Lent.  The  Mardi  Gras  in  New  Orleans  is  a 
famous  carnival  in  the  u.s.a.  Rex  is  the  king  of  the  Mardi  Gras.  Bonhomme,  the 
snowman,  is  the  spirit  of  the  quebec  Winter  Carnival. 

“  III.  Carnival  Rides 

Carnival  owners  often  introduce  new  rides  that  appear  dangerous  and  exciting.  Two 
of  the  favorite  rides  always  been  the  mary-go-round  and  the  Ferris  wheel.  The  first 
merry-go-round  was  built  by  a  toy  maker  in  Paris  set  hobby  horses  on  a  platform. 
The  platform  was  run  by  human  energy  or  horsepower  and  turned  very  slowly,  but 
from  the  very  first' it  delited  people.  Modern  mery-go-rounds  are  whirled  by  motors. 

The  frist  Ferris  wheel  was  about  seventy-five  metres  in  diameter,  could  hold  a 
thousand  riders.  Today  cranival  wheels  are  much  smaller,  but  still  enjoy  great 
popularity. 
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AND 


When  you 
example: 


add  words  to  sentences,  you  may  wish  to 


Juan  made  Christmas  decorations. 


When: 

Before  school 
Last  week 

During  the  snowstorm 


How: 

carefully 

with  paper  and  paste 
skillfully 


Add  word  groups  of  your  own  to  the  when  and  how  lists  above. 

Add  words  or  word  groups  that  tell  when  and  how  to  the  following  sentences. 

1.  Judy  wrapped  the  presents  vv 

How:  When: 


2.  The  children  danced  in  the  street 

V  V 


How: 


When: 


3.  The  boys  went  for  a  Polar  Bear  swim 

V  y  V 

How:  When: 


co 
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